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AN ADVENTURE TO REMEMBER 

It was a wonderful 22-day adventure in August! Connie and 

I saw many different places in Alaska and Canada. We saw 

the beauty and diversity of God’s creation. We saw waters 

and wilderness, oceans and rivers and waterfalls. We saw 

moose and grizzlies, eagles and whales.  

After being allowed to enter Canada in Vancouver (yes, 

there were issues* when my passport was “flagged”) to 

begin this journey, we enjoyed two different cruise ships, 

trains and a tram, buses and ferries. We enjoyed First Na-

tions and gold rush and statehood history, learning about the 

Yukon Quest and the Iditarod trail races, visiting museums 

and historic homes, churches and cemeteries. We enjoyed 

known and new foods (including elk meatloaf and reindeer 
stew and poutine), a few beers and wines. We enjoyed a 

string quartet and piano music, comedians and an illusionist. 

We walked and climbed steps (ask us about the “sidewalk” 

in Juneau) on and off the ship. We played card games and 

trivia, pickleball and soccer. 

We grew as friends and made new friends. We met people 

from all over the United States and Canada and from around 

the world. I even met an LCMS man from Pittsburg, Kansas 

on the Westerdam. I noticed his “Gorillas” ballcap (from Pitt 

State Univ); he noticed my Lutheran Mustangs t-shirt. 

But we missed worshiping with God’s people. On our first 

Sunday, we were on a long bus ride from Whitehorse to 

Dawson City, Yukon. I asked our Tour Manager if I might 

invite people to a short worship service after we completed 

our day’s journey. She suggested a morning devotion on the 

bus. So that’s what I gladly did: a few thoughts on Psalm 

121 for 43 travelers, a prayer, and the Doxology, interrupted 

by a fox standing in the road. 

Corporate worship did happen on our second Sunday, Au-

gust 18, in Anchorage, Alaska. There we met – again – the 

children of one of Connie’s best friends from Concordia, 

Seward (Nebraska, not Alaska). There I led Matins and the 

Divine Service at Zion Lutheran Church, preached on the 
Runaway Son and the Welcoming Father, and presented on 

my Dig in Israel during Bible Class. And the pastor could get 

away for a weekend hunting trip! 

Our third Sunday was disembarkation day in Vancouver 

from the leg of our cruise. We had scouted out possibilities 

for worship with a congregation of the LCC (Lutheran 

Church – Canada, a partner church of the LCMS). I had even 

e-mailed the LCC President (we were at Seminary and 

played baseball together). Unfortunately, as some of you  

have heard, my issues with Canadian Customs & Immigration* 

(for the second time!) delayed our getting away from the port 

and prevented travel to worship that morning. 

That’s why it was so good to return to Crown of Life on the first 

Sunday of September! I told you that we were glad to be back at 

our two homes: one at 1311 Summit Creek, and one at 19291 

Stone Oak Parkway. 

Indeed, the earth is the Lord’s. He designed it. He created it. He 

preserves it. Even more, our Lord claimed this territory by His 

incarnation. He was not an imperialist, taking what was not 

rightfully His. Rather, out of love, He gave His own life to win 

back what had been taken from Him by sin and death and Satan. 

And it wasn’t a vast amount of land He won. Christ Jesus won 

our hearts when, in Spirit-breathed faith, we cling to His cross 

and open tomb for our salvation. 

We’ll always treasure our time in Alaska and British Columbia 

and the Yukon. And, as God allows, we hope to travel to some 

other places in the coming years as God grants us health and 

energy. But the time away has helped both Connie and me re-

turn with refreshment and gladness to the relationships and vo-

cations we are given here, with and 

among you. 

Deuterononomy & Joshua 
 

ISRAEL DIES & RISES FOLLOWING JESUS 

In the book of Numbers, we saw God build a house out of His 

people Israel through death and resurrection. There were two cen-

suses taken in Numbers, at beginning and end (chapters 1 & 26), 

with virtually the same total. But this is not the same Israel! In the 

forty years in between, in the wilderness, the faithless generation 

has died out, and the new generation, led by Joshua, is poised at 

last to enter the promised land. 

Deuteronomy comes to us from that moment. It is a sermon deliv-

ered by Moses to his people as they prepare to enter the promised 

land without him. It is to remind them of the faithfulness of God, 

His law and promises given over those forty years.  

Chosen to lead Israel through the Jordan and into the land is Josh-

ua. Crucially, Joshua’s name is “Jesus” in Greek, “The Lord 

saves.” Joshua is a proto-Jesus, leading his people from the Jordan 

into the land, dividing the land among twelve, and battling the 

forces of evil in the land.  

Jesus does these things Himself when He is baptized in the Jordan, 

chooses His twelve disciples, and battles the devil and his demons 

throughout His ministry. Jesus remains our cap-

tain, our Greater Joshua, as He leads us through 

our baptism, gives us a place in His kingdom, and 

leads us in spiritual warfare until He grants us rest. 
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Events & Happenings in  

September 

➢ Sunday, September 1 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 

➢ Monday, September 2 
Labor Day 

Church Office closed 

➢ Tuesday, September 3 
First day of Classes for Preschool and MDO 

➢ Wednesday, September 4 
First day of Classes for Preschool and MDO 

➢ Wednesday, September 4 
Women’s Bible Study on 

The Hammer of God by Bo Giertz 

➢ Thursday, September 5 
Tri-Circuit Pastors Conference 

➢ Sunday, September 8 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

The CROSSING Kickoff 

The OASIS 

➢ Tuesdays, September 10, 17, 23 & 30 
Women’s Bible Study 

➢ Tuesday, September 10 
Church Council 

➢ Wednesdays, September 11, 18, & 25 
Women on Wednesday (W. O. W.) 

➢ Sunday, September 15 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship at the Laurels 

➢ Thursday, September 19 
Quilting and Sewing Group 

is coming to Crown of 
Life on Jubilee Sun-
day, September 29, 
immediately after the 
single Divine Service.   

What could be better than bratwurst, kartoffel salat, 
and rotkohl with a breakfast casserole?  Fun and games 
are included for the kids!  

In the spirit of Katherine Von Bora, home brewers are 
encouraged to bring in their brews to share.  Sign-up 
sheets are in the CLC and in the Entranceway to help 
and bring food. 

➢ Friday, September 20 
Young Adults Bible Study 

➢ Sunday, September 22 
Voters Assembly 

The CROSSING 

The OASIS 

➢ Sunday, September 29 
St. Michael & All Angels 

Jubilee Sunday 

Single Divine Service - 9:30 am 

Fellowship Brunch - 10:45 am 

➢ Tuesdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 
Women’s Bible Study 

➢ Wednesdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 
Women on Wednesday (W. O. W.) 

➢ Thursday, October 3 
Tri-Circuit Pastors Conference 

➢ Saturday, October 5 & 19 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

➢ Sunday, October 6 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 

The CROSSING 

New GOOD NEWS Group 

➢ Sunday, October 13 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

The CROSSING 

The OASIS 

➢ Sunday, October 20 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship at the Laurels 

The CROSSING 

➢ Monday, October 21 
Readers of the Round Table 

➢ Sunday, October 27 
Reformation Sunday 

Trunks & Treats 
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Greetings from your Voting Lay Delegate of the 67th Convention of The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, held in Tampa, Florida in mid-July!! 

It was an exciting time to be Joy: Fully Lutheran, and to express outwardly our love for God 

with the Bible verse, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV). 

This passage is the root to what it means to be Joy: Fully Lutheran.  When we rejoice in the 

Lord we are His light to the world. We proclaim His glory to all people and demonstrate His 

love in our actions.  How can we stay Joy: Fully Lutheran without prayer? We need to com-

municate with God in all things. He waits for us to come to Him in prayer, to know Him better and hear His guidance every day. Giv-

ing thanks in all circumstances may be difficult at times. God’s will for us in Christ Jesus is all-powerful, and our love for Him will 

guide us to give thanks in all circumstances. It is a blessing that gives so much back to every one of us. 

Every day, the Synod and congregations of the LCMS work on moving the Church forward. The excitement began with the start of 

the Convention on Saturday, July 20. It was time to see the work that has been ongoing in the Synod and around the world since the 

last Convention in 2016, take shape and bear fruit. I have to say, the Proposed Resolutions that were submitted to give thanks to God 

for good works were my favorite. There were so many, varied contributions to give thanks for, I can’t list them all.  

To help with the great task of bearing fruit, many things happen at the Convention. Elections are held to fill vacancies on Boards, 

Regents and Commissions. Seventy-three well qualified people (not counting President Matthew Harrison, elected by with an online 

process prior to the start of Convention) were elected to serve terms. Months before the start of the Convention, Overtures were dis-

cussed in 12 Committees which were then turned into Resolutions to be voted upon by the delegates. All voting delegates were sent a 

great deal of reading material to prepare for the discussion of these resolutions and the elections. 

I won’t go into the specifics of the more than 100 Proposed Resolutions, Omnibus Resolutions, Late Overtures and 73 Elections.  
You can visit www.lcms.org/convention to delve into: 1) The amazing activities and initiatives that will be implemented over the 

next three years; 2) Praise and thanks to God for ministries that have served for up to 175 years; 3) The fellowship of our church with 

other confessional Lutheran churches around the globe; 4) The continued strengthening of our Concordia University System; 5) The 

revitalization of Synod’s Recognized Service Organizations; 6) Continuing the Celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation, and so much more.  

Lastly, Convention is a time of homecoming. Old university and seminary classmates are reunited. Longtime friends from previous 

adventures (mission work, pastoral care, committees, Conventions and more) have time to reconnect, reminisce and create new mem-

ories. It’s a family reunion for some (the Barzes were joined by their daughter and son-in-law and by several of Connie’s cousins), 

and the atmosphere makes everyone feel like they belong, even a first-timer such as myself. We ate together, prayed together, dis-

cussed the issues together, rejoiced together and mourned together. Our strong leaders kept the work of Convention on task, and we 

were able to accomplish our purpose in moving God’s church here on earth, forward. 

I want to thank you all for the honor of serving as your Voting Lay Delegate. As it turned out, I was the 67th Delegate at the 67th 

LCMS Convention. It was a blessing to serve and I will treasure my time there forever. I pray we all stay, Joy: Fully Lutheran! 

Denise Poppe 

LCMS NATIONAL CONVENTION 2019  

Bring your personal mite box to empty into the big mite box in the Crown of Life Entranceway on the first Sundays of every 

month. Your simple gifts will help meet the new 2019-2021 biennium Mission Goal which is: $2,100,00. This has been is di-

vided into 21 different grants through out the twenty four month period. (See www.lwml.org for more.) 
 

Mission grant #1 - $80,000 for Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya 

About ten years ago, a man from Nebraska traveling in East Africa saw the need for clean water. He devised a system of installing 

water harvesting equipment (rain gutters and tanks), filters, hand washing stations and clean water storage to be installed in schools. 

Teams from the United States install rain gutters and tanks for storage. Hand-washing stations and clean water “buckets” are placed 

in every classroom. This grant will help the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK) to extend their ministry of Word and 

Sacrament by expanding the clean water project for their schools and orphanages.  

Mission grant #2 - $100,00 for Teach Me Too - Preschoolers with Learning Needs in Austin 

Lutheran Special Education Ministries (LSEM) has seen a growing desire for early intervention support of children with learning 

needs. A pilot program is Let It Shine Academy at Bethany Lutheran Church in Austin. The Teach Me Too program was designed 

to administer intervention strategies, address the unique needs of children with autism-spectrum disorder and other unique needs 

such as hyperactivity issues, decreased or delayed social skills, developmental or speech delays, sensory integration difficulties, or 

other learning differences. 

LWML Mite Boxes & Projects 

http://www.lcms.org/convention
http://www.lwml.org
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Church Extension Fund 

Books for the Lutheran School 

of Theology in Kenya 

Rev. James May is an LCMS pastor living with his family in 

Nairobi, Kenya. Some of you have been a part of welcoming 

him and his family to Crown of Life on two occasions. 

Some of you know of Lutherans in Africa, the ministry 

which he leads. (If you don’t know him or of him, visit the 

LIA website at https://lutheransinafrica.com/.) For all, I will 

add their motto: Forming African Lutherans to be Teachers 

of the Faith. 

In support of Rev. May’s dream and a goal 

to establish a Lutheran School of Theology 

in Nairobi, you have helped purchase, 

gather, catalog, and (soon) delivery thou-

sands of books for the library at LST. 

Over $2,500 in special gifts from Crown of 

Life members allowed the purchase of 

many volumes of the Concordia Commentary, aas well as 

multiple copies of Lutheran Service Book  and Grace Upon 

Grace. Thank you for your generous gifts of time and mon-

ey! 

If you are able to help deliver books to Houston in October, 

please let me know! If you any other questions about LIA or 

LST, Pastor Barz try to find answers for them! 

NEW ‘RAINY DAY’ ACCOUNT! The CEF of our 

Texas District is offering a new in-

vestment option with a premium rate, 

no monthly fees, convenient access. 

This is how it works:  

Invest. This savings plan permits ad-

dition to the initial investment 

(minimum of $25). This plan requires 

a monthly EFT (Electronic Funds 

Transfer) investment of at least $25 until the balance in the 

investment reaches $10,000. Withdrawal payments are lim-

ited to 5 per year. Initial funds must be new and not a 

transfer from an existing CEF investment.  

Earn. The interest rate will be at least ¼ of a percent above 

the CEF Flex Savings rate for the first $10,000 and will 

pay the Flex Savings rate on any amount above $10,000. A 

recurring EFT investment of at least $25 per month is re-

quired to receive the premium rate unless the balance is 

above $10,000. (If this condition is not met, the investment 

will convert to a Flex account.)  

Support Churches. Our goal is to anticipate and be respon-

sive to future ministry needs. We will continue to assist 

congregations to reach the lost, disciple the saved and care 

for people – locally and globally – as we identify new and 

creative ministry opportunities throughout Texas. 

Look and listen for more CEF info on Sunday, October 20. 

If you have any questions, speak with or contact Bill or 

Teresa Pennington.  

Christian Assistance Ministry 

Feast to Feed 

You are invited to  

CAM’s ANNUAL DINNER BENEFIT 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2019 

6:00 PM - PEARL STABLE 
For questions or to support this event now, visit  

www.cam-sa.org / (210)223-4099 

Let the little children come to me. 
Matthew 19:14a 

Good News! 

For you! For a friend! 

A GOOD NEWS GROUP 

AT CROWN OF LIFE 

is for any and all who are… 

...searching for a deeper relationship 

with Jesus Christ, 

...seeking to understand the Bible better, 

...desiring to build some new relationships, 

...wondering about what Lutherans believe, 

and considering membership at Crown of Life 

Lutheran Church. 

Speak with Pastor Barz if you are curious or 

interested  in a group to begin on 

Sunday evening, October 6, 

from 6:00 to 7:15. 

Free childcare is always provided. 

There are no strings attached! 

https://lutheransinafrica.com/
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September has been a time of excitement and adjustment for our families. There have been be only a few tears from some of 

the children and parents. By October everyone should be skipping through the doors with big hugs for their teachers, excitement 

to see their friends, and ready to learn new things. We’ve welcomed two new permanent staff members: Anne Caruthers, and Liz 

Meehan. Both ladies come well prepared to love, teach, and inspire the little ones along with our returning staff members. We 

love attending Chapel on Wednesdays and Thursdays with Pastor Barz and Pastor Nuttelman where we sing, and pray, and learn 

all about Jesus. 

We are excited to have our Open House & Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, September 25, at 6:15 pm. We hope you will join us 

and meet the families. We always appreciate those of you who are able to come and help set-up, serve, and clean up. You can al-

ways count on getting a sweet smile as you hand out ice cream to little ones.  

The church will offer a Parenting Class beginning  on Friday, September 27. Mrs. Bobbi Mouser will facilitate a class for all 

Preschool and church parents called Love and Logic. The course will last until November and cost is just $10 for materials. FREE 

childcare is provided. If you are interested in joining us please contact Susan Cruz, Bobbi Mouser, or the Preschool Office. 

With the cooler weather coming in October we hope to learn all about leaves and wind and fall. We look forward to watching the 

vegetables we planted in September grow in the garden and hope to taste some delicious and healthy foods by November. We are 

excited to have community helpers visit us in October and to our Fall Dress-Up Days at the end of the month.  

We hope you will stop by the classrooms to see all the special things happening in your Preschool Ministry.  It’s amazing to see 

God at work through the wonderful staff.  It’s amazing to hear the sweetness towards their friends when the children say and sing 

“Jesus Loves Me” (and you) or share their kindness with each other. 

Thanks for welcoming 150 little ones, their families and 30 staff members to be a part of this wonderful ministry here at Crown of 

Life Lutheran Church!! 

In Christ, Diane Dillow, Director 

Preschool & Mothers Day Out News 

LWML Convention 

The theme of the 2019 LWML Convention was “In Praise to the Lord!” We gathered in Mobile, Alabama from June 20 to 23. 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President, brought greetings to the Convention and started off playing the banjo and leading us 

in song! He noted that LWML has touched virtually EVERY ministry of LCMS and has assisted over 100 missionaries. 

At the Texas District caucus, attendees were greeted by Rev. Michael Newman, President of Texas District. He thanked the 

LWML Ladies for being intentional in serving and praising. He stated that we are a bright spot and help the Church stay on track. 

He encouraged us to keep on doing what we’re doing. 

The Communion Worship Service on Thursday night was awesome. You cannot imagine how beautiful the sound of 3000+ wom-

en singing is - especially when the ones behind you are singing in harmony! Communing with that many Lutheran women at one 

time - WOW! Our song leader was such a talented pianist! His song introductions and interludes to the hymns we sang were inter-

twined with other popular hymns - so moving it brought tears to the eyes. 

Rev. Dr. Greg Walton, FL/GA District President mentioned 2 other definitions of what L.W.M.L. stand for: Looking With Mission 

Lenses and Large Women Made Larger. He quickly added he was referring to our mission hearts - not our physical size. 

“Mites in Action” speakers told their stories - how our pennies impacted them personally and the missions they serve. We heard 

from the following mission projects: Ministry in Mission, Haiti; Women of the Pearl, Uganda; Lutherans for Life/Y4Life, USA; 

NOLA 4H, New Orleans, and LCMS Mercy Medical Work. 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Rev. Brent Smith, a mission development counselor at Mission Central. He opened by stating the 

first things a seminarian learns are: 1) Don’t mess with the Altar Guild, and 2) Do whatever the LWML women say. 

The Bible Study, “Tell the Story of His Glory” based on 1 Chronicles 16:23-24, was great! The leader explained how 1 Chronicles 

recounts history from creation and is written TO God’s people. “It’s like Ancestry.com for the Jews.” She showed us how much 

David was devoted to God and was a man after God’s heart. 

The new mission goal of $2,100,00 was adopted and we have already received a large portion of that goal thru the 

monies raised at the Convention Golf Tournament and Mission Walk. This new goal will fund 21 grants. (A total of 

82 Mission Grant Proposals were submitted for consideration.) During a video presentation about Mites, it was re-

vealed that over $100 million has been collected in Mites since 1942 and...a new Mite Box was unveiled! 
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Stories & Take-Aways from National Youth Gathering 

Our Youth flew up to the Twin Cities on July 10, ready for five days of excitement with about 20,000 of their peers as they 

would learn, worship and serve. We have been blessed to have raised our funds for this trip - much thanks to all of you here at 

Crown of Life! Following are some testimonies from the youth who attended... 
 

I loved NYG because I felt so connected not only to God but to the people that came with me. One thing that made me feel closer to 

God were the amazing classes.  There were so many good classes but I liked the Faith on the Field the best, because it had real- 

world references and it didn't feel like a lecture. Another part of NYG I liked were the main events like the skits and Toby Mac.  I 

not only loved the songs that were playing, I loved the feeling of having over 20,000 people just like me, a true believer of Jesus, 

being together to worship. I had this feeling like I was home even though we were from all over the country and world. None of this 

would have been possible without the congregation helping us raise the money to go. I appreciate everyone who helped us get there 

and helped us learn about how he is our Real.Present.God. Thank you guys for this opportunity and I am looking forward to going 

again next time. Xander Robinson 
 

The trip that we took to Minneapolis, Minnesota for the 2019 National Youth Gathering, was amazing. The people who went are 

absolutely wonderful, the amount of laughter that we had on this trip is crazy, and the chaperones were the best. We all now have so 

many hilarious stories, pictures, and videos of each other that we are all closer because of it. It wasn’t just the people that made the 

trip so much fun, the topics that were discussed during the breakout sessions were really able to help me understand how to be a 

Christian in the current society where there are so many things telling me to turn away from God and my faith. They didn’t just talk 

about one side of current arguments they talked about all sides, and it made me feel so much better about certain issues. Thank you 

so much to all of the people who helped us get there, so that we all could have this experience.  Peyton Craft 
 

NYG was an amazing experience, and I am so thankful to everyone who helped to get our youth group to Minneapolis. There, I was, 

able to be a part of thousands of other teens coming together to worship Christ. Hearing a stadium full of people sing and praise God 

was the highlight of my trip. Not only did we worship, but we attended classes that gave me more insight on how to include Christ 

into my daily life and not just Sundays. Also just getting to go to a new place and explore Minneapolis was so much fun. I got a 

chance to grow closer to the other youth. I even ran into one of my old volleyball teammates who was working as a YAV at NYG.  

Mikki Urban 
 

NYG was a new experience for me. I have never been at an event quite like NYG. I will admit, I am not a social person, preferring 

to be with small groups of people, or people I know, and certainly not 20,000 other people I don’t know. I thought that I would do 

nothing. However, I overcame my fear for this event and enjoyed it very much. Maybe it was just me, but perhaps Jesus came into 

me and reminded me that these were not just 20,000 strangers, but 20,000 of His own followers, and that I was in the company of 

my brothers and sisters in Christ. I would also like to say thank you to all the people who helped us NYG people get to this amazing 

event. Ethan King  
 

Before the National Youth Gathering, Christ played a big part in my life, but I didn’t realize how big of a part He played in my life. I 

knew that Jesus loved me, but at the same time, I still had doubts about my relationship with Him. I was excited for NYG because I 

would get to get away from home and get to hangout with my friends, even though I should have been more excited to go learn 

about God and his wonderful works. As classes went on during NYG. I started realizing how important it was to trust in the Lord 

with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. After putting all my trust in  God, I decided that I didn’t want to go to 

my public high school, but instead go to Lutheran High, so I could hear about God every single day. Now I know that God is always 

with me, and He is full of forgiveness because He loves everyone and everything He created. Ever since the National Youth Gather-

ing, my walk with Christ has been strengthened. Brady Wunderlich  

MUSICAL NOTES 

IT’S TIME for choir and handbells to start 

again! Our first practices will be this Wednes-

day, September 25. Handbells will be at 7:00 

pm. Sanctuary Choir will be at 8:00 pm. We 

would love to have you join us for choir, if you 

enjoy singing. If you are interested in playing 

handbells, please speak with Connie Barz 

about that possibility. These groups offer you 

the opportunity to share your talents with oth-

ers and get to know some of your fellow mem-

bers. Speak with, call, text, or email Connie 

Barz with any questions at 210-413-5646 or 

sabarz@juno.com. 

OKTOBERFEST 
at Crown of Life  

is on Jubilee Sunday, September 29, from 10:45 am 

to 2:00 pm, immediately following the single Divine 

Service. This is a family-friendly, fun celebration of 

Gemütlichkeit and our Lutheran-German herit-

age. We’ll be serving famous Usinger’s Milwaukee 

bratwurst. Bring a swimsuit and towel if you want to 

participate in the dunk tank. We’ll have a mini-

jumpy castle for the little ones. Sign up now to bring 

a breakfast casserole or German dish (potato sal-

ad, cheese/meat plate, pretzels, etc,) and help set 

up, serve and clean up. Danke. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
mailto:sabarz@juno.com
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Working Together in Christ  

Our home service this year lasted longer than normal. This 
happened — in part — because of an opportunity for me to 
attend this year’s LCMS Convention (where I saw Pastor & 
Connie Barz). I also had the privilege of writing stories about 
the convention for the Communications department.  

It seems that many delegates struggle to find the joy in attend-
ing the convention. The back-and-forth of debate wears dele-
gates out; it can be quite frustrating. I understand that. 

At the same time, attending the convention was for me a  

Askins in Asia 

Rev. Charles St-Onge 

Work Up North  

With the exception of a quick, afternoon trip to Ottawa to meet 

with leaders of The Lutheran Church - Canada, I have been 

home in Montreal for almost the entire month of July. It was a 

great opportunity to work ahead on a number of important activi-

ties coming up in August and September. A resolution passed by 

our congregation, then our SELC circuit, and then our SELC 

District in convention was passed as part of an Omnibus resolu-

tion at the Synodical convention in Tampa. That resolution en-

courages the LCMS to intentionally offer support and assistance 

for work in Montreal and Quebec to the LCC. We are edging 

ever closer to being able to expand our Gospel outreach in the 

city, and perhaps beyond, through the addition of a full-time 

missionary – or maybe two!  

Work Down South  
Budgets and strategic plans are set for all of my southern mission 

fields for 2019-2020. This has really helped focus our outreach 

efforts in Puerto Rico, Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. We are 

very close, perhaps weeks away, from a permanent mission plan 

for Safe Harbour Lutheran Church in George Town, Grand Cay-

man. Both Deb and I were there July 24-30, helping our summer 

interim pastor, Rev. Dallas Dubke, with a short term team from 

his home congregation in Monmouth, Oregon. We sang at a 

nursing home and a home for disabled children; walked the 

beach and invited folks to worship; sang for the congregation’s 

Sunday service; and helped lead a three-day Every One His Wit-

ness workshop. James Krey, younger brother of Pastor Ted 

Krey, was installed as project manager for Puerto Rico – a posi-

tion vacant since February of 2018. We also have the name of a 

candidate to be a second missionary in Jamaica. May the Lord of 

the Harvest continue to send faithful workers into His harvest 

fields! 

An Abundance of “Marthas” 
As I travelled around Nebraska, Iowa, Washington, Colorado, 

Texas and Louisiana during my home service, I was reminded 

of the Luke 10 story of Martha opening her home to Jesus. It 

amazed me that there were so many “Marthas” out there, who 

were willing to host me. Though many of you had never met 

me, and knew nothing of me, sight unseen, you were pleased to 

open your homes and share your blessings of food, fellowship 

and even music, with me. Thanks be to God for all of you Mar-

thas out there whose real names might include Shirley, Irma, 

Wendy, Pat, Trudy, or Gloria! Your kindness and friendship 

were appreciated more than you know, and I hope that in some 

small way, my presence was a blessing to you and your family, 

as well. 
 

Upon my return to the Dominican Republic, my home was in 

excellent condition. I am excited to announce that tarantulas did 

not set up housekeeping during the absence of a certain broom-

wielding missionary. The geckos knew they were welcome, so 

continued their sharing of my space. Two months of their evi-

dence was left behind, but they are nice little guys so it’s okay. 

They eat mosquitoes, or so I have heard. It is good to be home. 
 

Dedication of New Worship Facility 
A celebration of the dedication of a new worship facility for the 

Confessional Lutheran Church of Pueblo Nuevo took place on 

May 5th. For years, the congregation had been crowding into a 

hot, noisy storefront just about two steps from the street. Wor-

ship was interrupted by street noise on a regular basis. We 

thank God that the new facility will allow for normal congrega-

tional worship, classes, and events, with plenty of space and air 

flow, and much less street noise. 
 

First Graduating Class 
Last Friday evening, Concordia El Reformador, our new Do-

minican Seminary celebrated her first graduating class of eight 

men from the countries of Bolivia, Mexico, Venezuela and the 

Dominican Republic. In addition, five seminarians received 

vicarage assignments. 

Heavy rain did not dampen the spirits of the 150 or so in attend-

ance, which included pastors, and dignitaries from the U.S. and 

across Latin America, church members and friends from our 

local missions, seminarians, and missionaries. I was excited and 

honored to be part of this historic event, producing the diplo-

mas, doing interviews, and taking photos.  

Jana Inglehart 
(ASKINS cont.) 

highlight of our Home Service. Of course, I really enjoyed 
meeting old friends and family members during the convention. 

But I especially enjoyed watching our Synod work together for 
the sake of the Gospel. Delegates refined the resolutions through 
debate and discussion. They elected officers to serve the church. 
They encouraged each other and at times frustrated one another. 
Some of the frustrations were painful; others were just annoy-
ing. And yet, through these sinful and sometimes annoyed dele-
gates, Christ continued to guide the LCMS. He continued to 
care for His people.  

Even though this convention was my first, it seemed congenial. 
Most of the resolutions were adopted with significant majorities. 
On the whole, I’m thankful for the opportunity to learn more 
about how our church body operates.  

Now, it’s back to work in Asia, and I’m eager to dig back into 
it. Over the next few months, I will focus primarily on creating 
and posting content about work in Asia on the international 
website. I’ve already posted one of the videos I created, and Pr. 
Ferry shared during our presentation at convention. I’m also 
traveling to India this month to gather some updates on the work 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, Nagercoil.  

Crown of Life members: do you remember listening to the 
Askins children sing and pray the Lord’s Prayer in Mandarin 
when they were our guests back in May? 
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Here are some profiles of new disciples received into membership at Crown of Life on August 4. Please introduce your-
self to them – and to the others – as soon as possible! 
 

Liz Hoyt Eberle & Melinda Lowery 

Last winter, I began searching the internet for a Lutheran Church Missouri Synod close to our retirement home in San Antonio. 

My adult daughter with special needs and I live together and decided it was time for us to return to the Lutheran Church. I had 

chosen Crown of Life as my only choice but was hesitant to reach out. At the same time, just by “chance”, I reconnected with my 

young cousin whose husband is a Missouri Synod in San Angelo. Allan Eckerrt just “happened” to know Pastor Barz and reached 

out for me. Pastor Barz immediately took Melinda and me under his care. 

On  December 20, 2017,  Melinda and I moved to Emerald Oaks Independent Living on Bulverde Rd in San Antonio.  Freder-

icksburg, TX had been home for 25 years before San Antonio. I was born in Hearne, Texas but our church home was Bethany 

Lutheran Church in Austin through the years Melinda and her brother were growing up. 

I retired several times. My secretarial experience took me into administrative positions in large nursing homes and eventually as 

Director of a senior citizen community center in Fredericksburg. In the early 1970s, i was a foster parent for several years to 11 

foster children. Years later, I  helped Melinda raise her son.  

Melinda is an amazing woman who never allowed her disabilities to keep her from learning to be independent and to care about 

people.  My passion, besides my family, is writing stories of the heart about people who don’t realize how God uses them to bless 

others. My creative non-fiction stories, personality profiles, and devotions have been widely published.  

I believe simply that God is amazing in His forgiving love through Jesus Christ. I was excited that we would finally again have a 

church home we could trust and in which we could grow in faith and grace. Then, just as we were to be accepted back into the 

Lutheran Church at Crown of Life, I, a life-long Texan, had to make the decision to move Melinda and me to Washington state to 

be near my son and Melinda’s brother for the last years of my life. Crown of Life welcomed us, warmly, as new members even 

though we were on our way out. !!  I will never forget you and will always give thanks for you. 

Meet Some of Our Newest Members 

Pete & Vicki Bono 

When we began searching for a church home we found Crown of 

Life on the LCMS website. Our friends Mike and Cindie Anthony 

invited us to come with them.  

We have lived in The Summit at Alamo Ranch for two years. 

Where is ‘home’? Well, it is where you hang your hat. I’m origi-

nally from St. Louis, and the military determined where I lived for 

nearly seven years, back St. Louis area after that, then to Louis-

ville for ten years, and to San Antonio now.  I work at Spectrum in 

Customer Service and Vicki works at Texas MedClinic as a (FNP) 

provider.  

In our free time we like to read, visit family, watch sports, watch 

TV,  have Family Game night, play with our very vocal schnauzer 

and travel. (Hmm, this one might get me in trouble). Pete collects 

baseball cards, reads James Patterson, plays games on his phone. 

Vicki collects Precious Moments, handbags, reads a lot, shops 

handbags, Facebooks...did I mention handbags. (NOW PETE IS 

GROUNDED!!) Both of us enjoy Blue Bloods, and have Memo-

rized the series Third Watch. We both quote movies.   

We were the proud parents of a wonderful young man name Clay-

ton Bono. He was instantly and tragically killed in a workplace 

accident in February 2019. Which is what inspired us to seriously 

search for a new home church. We were searching for a home 

church where we felt comfort and welcoming people to worship 

with and found that at Crown of Life.  

Ken & Monica Lopez-Maddox 

When we were searching for a church home we looked 
in the LCMS Church Directory and found Crown of 
Life.  We live in Boerne, having recently relocating from 
Southern California.  We are both from the greater Long 
Beach area, however, Ken spent much of his youth in Ft. 
Worth, Texas.  

Ken is semi-retired and work as a substitute teacher and 
I am a project manager in healthcare. We both enjoy 
wine tasting in the Texas Hill Country. We are both the 
only LCMS members in our respective families and we 
love the effort both pastors put into crafting solid Law 
and Gospel sermons. 

John & Sally & Reilly Murphy 

We (John & Sally) both grew up in New England; spe-

cifically the state of Massachusetts. However, we moved 

to San Antonio from Davenport, one of the Quad Cities 

of Iowa and Illinois. We found Crown of Life by search-

ing on the LCMS website – even though we have lived 

for the past year only five miles away (in Timberwood 

Park). 

 

Sally’s work brought us to Texas. She is the lead attor-

ney for the Life Insurance Company of USAA. John for 

works for Reilly. Reilly works as an eighth-grade student 

and as a violinist. In our free time we like to read and sit 

outside and enjoy our patio. John is also a musician, and 

Reilly is also an artist. And we have a big dog named 

Sam! We love the traditional service here at Crown of 

Life Lutheran Church and the smaller church family. 
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We join you in thanking God for these occasions…  

Birthdays in October  

Anniversaries in October  

Birthdays in September 

 1 Thomas Shadle 
 2 Alan Cerwick 
 3 Phil Sonnenberg 
 4 Evelyn Gansler 
 5 Lisa Hanson 
  Melissa Hawes 
 8 Rosalie Nichelson 
  Jeff Reed 
 9 Jenn Caudill 
 10 Alison Ingram 
 11 Brian Craft 
  Emma Ingram 
  Bethany Mellum 

 12 Alaina Feehery 
  John Poppe 
  Les Pratt 
  Buz Waitz 
 13 Bill Mouser  
 16 Ruben Chapa 
  Justin Gerhart 
  Dee Muth 
 18 Chris Suttle 
  Nick Tarantino 
 19 Gordon Endicott 
  Luke Harle 
  Wyatt Speight 
 20 Mike Gansler 
  Dean Sorenson 

 22 Luke Ryan 
 23 Kaden Fleming 
  Willie Koops 
 24 Crystal Kostos 
 25 Drew Titcombe 
 26 Sabrina Chin 
  Brayden Cooper 
 27 Nicole Eubanks 
 28 Jeff Hancock 
 29 Noah Grant 
 30 Jaime Heye 
  Jack Stephenson 
  Susan Tonder 
  Kate Waitz 

   4 Dave & Cathy Falzareno 
   5 Steven & Melissa Hawes 
 13 Dave & Linda Pulliam 
 18 Marlo & Kim Mellum 

  20 Jim & Ruth Willis 
  26 Chap. Matthew & Martha Franke 
  29 Timothy & Kim Mooney 
    Scott & Jamie Robinson 

Anniversaries in September  

   1 Steve & Kathy Lippe 
   4 Mark & Kay Pfitzinger 
   5 Kurt & Kathryn Peck 
   6 Dahvien & Kelly Dean 
 15 Bill & Teresa Pennington 

  18 Pete & Vicki Bono 
  20 Jason & Samantha Gerhart 
  24 Chris & Michelle Benavides 
  26  Henry & Sarah Plavets 
  28 Dwight & Yvonne Bingham 

 1 Chris Benavides 
  Roman Benavides 
  Josh Hanson 
 2 Ryan Chapa 
 6 Stephen Lippe 
 7 Jamie Robinson 
 8 Peter Bono 
  Tom Willey 

 9 Esaia Fattig 
  Arthur Peck 
  Meg Ware 
 10 Aubrey Chapot 
  Lauren Whitson  
 11 Boston Wunderlich 
 12 Cecilia Dovalis   

 15 Sarah Halverstadt 
 17 Abigail Strackbein 
 18 Melissa Anders 
 21 Rev. Mark Barz 
 23 Mary Stephenson 
 24 Cruz Patrón 
 25 Troy Wunderlich 
 27 James Cole 
  James Kenyon 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 12th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

CAM Food Offerings 
LWML Mite Box 
 
12:05 pm - Young Adults 
Lunch 

 2 Pastors’ Day Off 

 

3 4 

10:00 am - Special 

Women’s Bible Study 

on The Hammer of God 

by Bo Giertz 

5 
 

9:00 am - Tri-Circuit 
Pastors Conference 

6 7 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

8 13th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 
12:15 pm - The 
CROSSING Kickoff 
 
 

 

9 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s Day Off 
 

10 
 
10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
7:00 pm - Church 
Council Meeting 
 

11 
 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

12 
 

13 14 

 

 

15 14th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Holy Cross Sunday 
 
9:40 am - Worship at 
the Laurels 

16 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s Day Off 

17 

 
10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

18 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

 

7:30 pm - Board of 
Elders  

19 

10:00 am - Quilting and 
Sewing Group 

 
 

20 

 

 
 

21 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

 

6:00 pm - Young 

Adults Bible Study 

22 15th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

12:05 pm - Voters As-
sembly 
4:00 pm - The CROSSING 
6:00 pm - The OASIS 

23 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s Day Off 
 
 
 
6:00 pm - Readers of 
the Round Table 

24 

 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

25 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

6:15 pm - Preschool 
Open House & Ice 
Cream Social 

7:00 pm - Handbell 
Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary 
Choir 

26 27 
 

First Session 

of “Love & Logic” 

Parenting Class 

28 

 

29 St. Michael and 

All Angels 

Jubilee Sunday 

9:30 am - Divine Service 

10:45 am -  Fellowship 
Brunch in the CLC 

“Oktoberfest” 

30 Pastors’ Day 

Off 

  

 

 
 

 

       GREETERS 

8:00 am 

Wendy Haertel 

 

10:45 am 

 Ryan & Amanda 
Grant 

Don Etscheid 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All-Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated  

each Sunday of September. 

 

                               ELDERS 
8:00 am  10:45 am 

Conrad / Koops 1 Pan / Rhea 
Conrad / Deurmier / Franke 8 Mouser / Neumann 
Franke / Koops / Pan 15 Ingram / Mouser / Neumann 
Conrad / Deurmier 22 Ingram / Neumann 

JUBILEE SUNDAY, September 29 
 

Deurmier / Franke / Mouser / Pan 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Dan Jarvis 1 Ruben Chapa 
Dan Jarvis 8 Ruben Chapa 
Mike Weis 15 Russ Ingram 
Mike Weis 22 Nick Dovalis 
 

JUBILEE SUNDAY, September 29 
 

Randy McConnell 

USHERS 

8:00 am 

Brian Craft 
Ralph Ellis 

Shawn Porter 
  

10:45 am 

Chris Benavides 
Randy McConnell 

 

ALTAR CARE 

8:00 am 

Denise Poppe 

10:45 am 

Alison Ingram 

Pastor Barz at Circuit Visitors  
Conference - Camp Lone Star 

Pastor Barz at Texas District 
Board of Directors - Camp Lone 

Pastor Barz at Personal Solitude 
& Silence Retreat 

Pastor Barz at St. 
Paul, Serbin 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

 

2 

 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Handbell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

3 
 

9:00 am - Tri-Circuit 
Pastors Conference 

4 5 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

6 17th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 
CAM Food Offering 
 

12:05 pm - Young Adult 
Lunch 
 

4:00 pm - The CROSS-
ING 
 

6:00 pm - New GOOD 
NEWS Group 

7 Pastors’ Day Off 8 
 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
7:00 pm - Church 
Council 
 

9 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

 

7:00 pm - Handbell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

10 
 
 
7:30 pm - Board of 
Elders  

11 12 

 

5:00 pm - Young 
Adults Bible Study 

 

 

13 18th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 
4:00 pm - The CROSS-
ING 
 

5:00 pm -  The OASIS 
 

6:00 pm - GOOD NEWS 
Group 

14 Pastors’ Day Off 15 
 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

16 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

7:00 pm - Handbell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

17 

10:00 am - Quilting & 
Sewing Group 

18 
 
 
  

19 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

20 19th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 
9:40 am - Worship at 
the Laurels 

 
 

 

12:15 pm - The CROSS-
ING 

21  

 

6:00 pm - Readers 
of the Round Table 

22 
 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

23 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Handbell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

24 25 26 

 

27 Reformation 
Sunday 
 

 
5:00 pm - Trunks & 
Treats 

28 Pastors’ Day Off 29 
 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Bible Study 

30 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Handbell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

31  
REFORMATION DAY 

 

  

       

USHERS 
 

8:00 am 
 

Mike Weis 
Mark Harle 

Drew Titcombe 
Hollis Poppe 

 

10:45 am 

Allan McVicker 
Terry Wunderlich 

GREETERS 

8:00 am 

Jill Deurmier 
Mike & Pat Day 

 

10:45 am 

Ann McConnell 
Buz Waitz 

Linda Pulliam 

 ALTAR CARE 

 

8:00 am  

Jill Deurmier 

10:45 am 

Cathy Falzareno 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult  

     Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 

each Sunday of October. 

                                      ELDERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Deurmier / Koops 6 Ingram / Pan 
Conrad / Franke 13 Deurmier / Mouser 
Conrad / Koops 20 Neumann / Pan 
Franke / Koops 27 Ingram / Neumann 

 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Steve Lippe 6 Jim Willis 

Steve Lippe 13 Jim Willis 

Michael Palm 20 Allan McVicker 

Michael Palm 27 Allan McVicker 

Pastor Barz at DOXOLOGY Collegium - Racine, Wisconsin 

Pastor Nuttelman - Vacation 

Pastor Nuttelman - Vacation 

Pastor Barz at Texas District Pastors 
Conference - Flower Mound 

Pastor Barz  - Vacation 
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