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Numbers: The True House of God 

The Hebrews called this book ‘In the Wilderness’, because it all 

takes place in the wilderness. But we know it as Numbers, and 

with good reason. In it, Israel is counted according to her twelve 

tribes – once at the beginning (Numbers 1), and once at the end 

(Numbers 26). The totals of these two censuses are virtually the 

same – which shows God’s faithfulness to His people in the wil-

derness. Let’s take a closer look. 

The first census is not merely a counting – it is also a structuring. 

Beginning in Chapter 2, God has Moses structure his people 

around His house, the Tabernacle. They are arranged in a cruci-

form shape with three tribes on the east, three tribes on the south, 

three tribes on the west, and three tribes on the north. 

The tribes are also given an order in which to march when the 

camp is on the move, and some tribes are also given specific du-
ties for carrying the pieces of the Tabernacle as they journey 

through the wilderness. All these things are important to the mes-

sage of the book, but are beyond the in this short article. (For in-

stance, the tribe of Judah, the royal tribe, camps to the east and 

marches first.)   

But in the big picture, this arrangement of Israel around the Tab-

ernacle makes one central point: God’s true house is not the Tab-

ernacle itself. Truly, God’s house is His people – He lives in them 

and He builds them into a place for His dwelling.  

 (cont. p.2) 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven… Ecclesiastes 3:1 

What’s Going On? 

It’s already June. (OK; it’s almost the middle of June as I 

write this!) It’s been a busy and full spring at Crown of Life. 

There have been great events and usual events. There have 

been Church year events and congregational events. 

Here’s a list of some of the highlights of our life together – 

in the past and in the future. 

Why “Touch A Truck”? 

Why the large vehicles and big machines on our parking lot 

and field? Why the special uniforms and equipment? Why 

all the kids and all the families all the commotion? 

Why Confirmation? 

Why the banners and the visuals? Why the gowns and the 

flowers? Why the sign of the cross at the Baptismal Font? 

Why the affirmations and the promises? Why the blessings 

and the Scripture verses? Why the first reception of the 

Lord’s Supper? 

Why Ascension? 

Why a middle-of-the-week Service? Why the extinguishing 

of the Paschal Candle? Why the focus on the “Good-bye” 

and the “See you later!” from Jesus? 

Why Pentecost? 

Why the red attire? Why the flame banners? Why all the dif-

ferent voices in all the different languages? Why the strange 

words: Ruach & Pneuma? 

Why Trinity Sunday? 

Why all the standing and sitting? Why all the doxologies? 

Why that long Athanasian Creed? Why the focus on the 

“Trinity in Unity” and the “Unity in Trinity”? 

Why Vacation Bible School? 

Why all the planning and preparation? Why the music and 

the puppets and the dramas? Why the crafts and games and 

snacks? Why all the volunteers? 

Why Vacation? 

Why the break from the routines? Why time away and time 

together? Why time to relax and reconnect? Why time to 

explore and discover? 

Why? 

Because we are people who need to know The Story. Be-

cause we are the people of God who need to hear His story. 

 

Because we are people who follow Christ and need to discover 

that His story is for us. 

Because the Church needs to confess: “Christ has died. Christ 

has risen. Christ will come again.” 

Because the Church needs to know and proclaim what the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit do and give. 

Because children need to hear about Jesus. Because families 

need to hear about Jesus. Because we need to see that many 

around us don’t yet have a church to call home. 

Because we need to have fun. Because we need to find ways to 

invite our community to have fun on our campus. 

Because we need to step back from roles and responsibilities. 

Because we need to un-learn the compulsion to be busy being 

busy. Because we need to be refreshed to live out our vocations.  

I give thanks for your place in this Crown of Life family. May 

our Lord – who has called us His own 

in Holy Baptism – continue to bless 

us and make us a blessing to each 

other and the community around us. 
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Events & Happenings in  

June & July 

➢ Saturdays, June 1 & 15 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

L Nichelson & J Sanchez Wedding 

➢ Saturday & Sunday, June 1 & 2 
Youth Summer Serve 

➢ Sunday, June 2 
CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 
 

➢ Wednesday, June 5 
Board of Elders 

➢ Thursday, June 6 
Tri-Circuit Pastors Conference 

➢ Sunday, June 9 
The Festival of Pentecost 

➢ Monday, June 10 - Thursday, June 13 
Pastor Nuttelman at DOXOLOGY Gathering (Idaho) 

➢ Tuesday, June 11 
Church Council 

➢ Wednesday, June 12 
Silver Servers 

➢ Sunday, June 16 
The Holy Trinity 

Worship at the Laurels 

➢ Sunday, June 23 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

➢ Monday, June 24 - Thursday, June 27 
Vacation Bible School - “Miraculous Mission” 

➢ Thursday, June 27 
Vacation Bible School Family Night - 6:00 pm 

➢ Thursday - Tuesday, June 28 - July 2 

Pr. Barz & Connie on Vacation (Kansas) 

➢ Sunday, June 30 
3rd Sunday After Pentecost 

Jubilee Sunday 

Single Divine Service - 9:30 am 

Fellowship Brunch - 10:45 am 

➢ Thursday, July 4 
Independence Day 

➢ Saturday, July 6 & 20 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

➢ Sunday, July 7 
CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 

➢ Tuesday, July 9 
Church Council 

➢ Wednesday, July 10 - Monday, July 15 

National Youth Gathering (Minnesota) 

➢ Sunday, July 14 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

➢ Wednesday, July 17 - Tuesday, July 23 

Synodical Convention (Florida) 

➢ Thursday, July 18 
Board of Elders 

➢ Sunday, July 21 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship at The Laurels 

➢ Wednesday to Tuesday, July 24-30 
Pr. Nuttelman & Amy & Joanna on Vacation 

(Michigan) 

➢ Saturday, July 27 
A Dickerson & A Strackbein Wedding 

➢ Sunday, July 28 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

➢ Monday & Tuesday, July 29 & 30 
Pastor Barz at Presidium & Board of Directors 

(Austin) 

➢ Wednesday, July 31 
Installation of Pastor-Elect Jason Kaspar  

(Mount Calvary, LaGrange) 

(cont. from p.1) 

Numbers: The True House of God 

There are hints of this back in Exodus, where Israel is 

called the “house of Jacob” (Exodus 19:3) and is 

brought out of the “house of slavery” (Exodus 20:2). 

There are even a few fun hints in the Hebrew text. When 

the Tabernacle is built, what the ESV translates as 

“tenons” are called simply “hands” in Hebrew (Exodus 
26:17). From the beginning the Tabernacle is merely a 

symbol of God’s true dwelling place, His holy people.  

This important theme of the book of Numbers pushes us 

forward to the famous words of the Holy Gospel for 

Christmas Day: “The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us.” (John 1:14) We are God’s true Tabernacle, 

because He is building us up into a spiritual house (1 

Peter 2:5). And now in Jesus, He has entered that 

‘fleshly-spiritual’ house to dwell with us as our faithful 

God (Revelation 21:3).  



3 

 

 

Connie and I have been friends with Keith & Becky Walker for over twenty years. They are the founders and leaders of Evidence 

Ministries here in San Antonio. They have been guests at Crown of Life on a couple of occasions. Evidence Ministries focuses on 

witnessing to Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses and providing resources to understand these two cults. Visit their website: http://

www.evidenceministries.org/ to see articles and videos for information and witnessing.  

For 52 years, the Mormon Miracle Pageant has been presented in Manti, Utah (about 100 miles south of Salt Lake City) for two 

weeks in late June. For twenty years, Keith & Becky have trained and prepared a group of Christians to be in Manti for a week in 

order to share the true miracle of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. 

In their recent newsletter, Keith shared some memories from the numerous times he and they have been in Manti. Here are some of 

them. “I remember… 

…when Becky and I spent our first night in the Manti City park. Because of how crowded it was, we had pitched our tent in the last 

bit of shade under a tree. What we didn’t take into consideration is that the tree was right next to the basketball courts. And what we 

didn’t know was that people would stay up until three or four in the morning playing basketball and every time the ball would hit 

the metal backboard we would hear a loud, (GONG!) We did not sleep well that night.” 

…the first time we brought someone with us. Jeanette B. was pregnant and was due about a month before Becky. I thought to my-

self, ‘I’m showing up in central Utah with two pregnant ladies. The polygamists in the area are going to think we’ve come to join 

them!’” 

…when 34 Christian women dressed in pioneer garb and lined up in front of the Manti temple. Each lady had a small placard nam-

ing which one of Joseph Smith’s documented wives she was representing. If someone asked what they were doing, the woman 

would read, in character, a short biography on the back of her card. It was a disturbing image for Mormons to have to face.” 

…when the Mormons used to boast about how God had always given them good weather and the pageant had never been rained on. 

Then one year it rained. It rained hard enough that the pageant should have been called off, but the stubborn pride of the Mormons 

wouldn’t relent. Kids were slipping and sliding all over the hillside. Lightning flashed in the sky.  

(continued on p.8) 

Don’t Take a Vacation from Church!  

Here is an article one of our brother-Pastors wrote to and for the souls he serves. We share it with you, praying that we will continue 
to gather in our Lord’s house to receive His gifts even during the less-than-structured summer months. And we also encourage you 

to find other LCMS churches in which to worship when you are away from Crown of Life. We’d be happy to help you find one! 

Pastor Barz & Pastor Nuttelman 

Dear Christians, 

Summer is here. The kids are out of school (or almost are) until sometime in August. That’s about two months for you and your 

family to relax, to travel, and to take a break from it all. Well, not all. There’s no such thing as a vacation from receiving the gifts of 

God. There’s no summer break in the Church. We’ll still be here, week in and week out, distributing the forgiveness that the Triune 

God so dearly desires to give you. 

Don’t substitute God’s gifts in the Divine Service with the sentimental spirituality posts and reposts you find on Facebook. Most of 

that is vaguely Christian at best. Don’t substitute God’s gifts in the Divine Service with watching some preacher on TV. That’s like 

trying to live on broth or gruel for every meal. Don’t substitute God’s gifts in the Divine Service for being with Him in nature. If all 

you know about God is what you see in nature, you’re left with a really scary God. 

You can only rightly know the God who saves, loves, and forgives you through Jesus Christ, who makes Himself present in His 

Word and His Sacraments. Even during the summer months, you need to confess your sins and be absolved. Even during the sum-

mer months, you need to hear the one true Gospel that Jesus Christ has lived, died, risen, and ascended for you. Even during the 

summer months, you need to have Jesus’ body and blood placed into your mouth. Even during the summer months, you need to join 

your voice with the voices of other Christians in the liturgy and hymns of the Church. 

Are you traveling during the summer? Great! Fear not! There are plenty of congregations throughout this country and around this 

world that faithfully teach the Scriptures and deliver the forgiveness of sins found in Jesus Christ alone. There is no doubt that one 

of those congregations will be within driving distance of wherever you travel. Take the time to hear God’s Word and receive His 

Sacrament, even during these summer months. 

You don’t stop eating during the summer, right? Then don’t stop partaking of the even greater food that Jesus gives. “Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:8). 

Sincerely in Christ, 

A Concerned & Caring Pastor 

Witnessing at the ‘Mormon Miracle Pageant’ in Manti, Utah 

http://www.evidenceministries.org/
http://www.evidenceministries.org/
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Church Extension Fund 

Books for the Lutheran School 

of Theology in Kenya 

Some of you know who Rev. James May is. He is an LCMS 

pastor living with his family in Nairobi, Kenya. Some of you 

have been a part of welcoming him and his family to Crown of 

Life on two occasions. Some of you know of Lutherans in Afri-

ca, the ministry which he leads. (If you don’t know him or of 

him, visit the LIA website at https://lutheransinafrica.com/.) 

For all, I will add their motto: Forming African Lutherans to be 

Teachers of the Faith. 

It has been both a dream and a goal of Rev. 

May to establish a place of training for the 

Lutheran Church spread across Africa. (In 

the USA, there is one Lutheran pastor for 

every 376 members. In Tanzania, there is 

one Lutheran pastor for every 3,500 mem-

bers.) That dream is becoming a reality at the 

Lutheran School of Theology in Nairobi. 

This campus – which has been under development for about 

four years – will help LIA teach and prepare Pastors by provid-

ing both site and staff to faithfully teach God’s Word, by ena-

bling longer, in-depth instruction, by consolidating translation 

work, and by demonstrating the long-term commitment of LIA 

to the Lutheran community in Africa. The LST will also help 

practice stewardship in these ways: 1) it is centrally-located to 
reduce travel expenses; 2) it has a sustainable design (gardens 

and water reservoirs) to allow self-sufficiency; and 3) it will 

reduce rent for staff members who serve LIA. 

What can you do? Above all, pray for continued health and 

safety and faithfulness for Rev. May and all who assist him. 

But here is something more. The Lutheran School of Theology 
desperately needs books for their library. (And, yes, books in 

English are preferred as this is the language in which most the-

ology has been and is being written and which is read and spo-

ken by many in Africa.) 

I’m hopeful that members of Crown of Life will donate at least 

300 books to Lutherans In Africa for the Library at the Luther-

an School of Theology. So I’m trying to lead by example. Earli-

er this week, I boxed up 103 books from my shelves – books I 

haven’t looked at much or at all in a number of years – and sent 

over them to Houston with Crystal Rempfer. I intend to find 

another 20 or 30 books from my Study and my home to donate. 

But I’ve also been communicating the Rev. May about the need 

for certain books – especially the excellent Concordia Com-
mentaries on many books of the Bible – Pastor Nuttelman and I 

both own and use a number of these, Copies of the Lutheran 
Service Book not only for the Library, but also for the Chapel 

are needed. 

So, here’s what I’m asking. Look for the information about 

specific books which will be available soon. Consider a gift to 

purchase one or two or more. Or simply give a gift to allow 

more books to be purchased (according to the needs of the Lu-
theran School of Theology). Of course, gifts to help pay for the 

shipment of this ocean-going container would also be greatly 

appreciated. (The shipment is scheduled for 31 July out of Hou-

ston.) 

We are excited to let you in on a little secret . . . a new 

investment alternative is coming this July from Texas Dis-

trict Church Extension Fund.  

This new investment will feature: 

·         A Premium Rate 

·         No Monthly Fees 

·         Convenient Access 

Keep your eyes open for more information coming soon! 

Bill & Teresa Pennington will have more details in July! 

Foreign Language Readers  
on Pentecost 

In our two Divine Services on the Feast of Pentecost, we heard 

(and saw) God’s Word in many different languages. This re-

flected the first Pentecost of the early Church, recorded in 

Acts 2. In Jerusalem, a multi-lingual crowd had this response: 

“And they were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 

each of us in his own native language?’” [vv.7,8]. 

In case you wondered, we heard and saw 21 different lan-

guages from 39 different readers! 

The readers were: Alyssa Anders – Russian [guest missionary 

who serves in St. Petersburg]; Pr Mark Barz – Greek; Julie 

Crockett – Spanish; Chad Bird – Hebrew; Susan Conrad – 

Nigerian dialect; Brock Craft – Spanish; Eric & Lana Fattig 

– Georgian; Chaplain Matthew Franke – Portuguese; Rachel 

Franke – Latin; Gabrielle Gooch – German; Mark Harle – 

Spanish; Alison Ingram – Latin; Dan Jarvis – Finnish; Mari-

lyn Jarvis – Polish; Mikhail Kravchenko – French; Linda 

McVicker – American Sign Language; Scott Nichelson – Ger-

man; Pr Chris Nuttelman – Hebrew; Mickey Palm – German; 

Brian & Yu Lin Pan – Mandarin; Bill Rhea – Coptic; Maria 

Rhea – Ukrainian; Farshad Rostami – Farsi; Anne Shadle – 

Romanian; Tom & Marlena Shadle – German; Awilda Sierra 

– Spanish; Manfred & Maria Siller – German (joined by 

their daughter Beatrice Miller, visiting from Germany); Max 

Speight – Swedish; Steven Tye – Latin; Irene Utangana – 

Kinyarwanda; Meg Ware – German; Mike Weis – German; 

Jim Willis – French; Marc Yoder – Kikamba [Kenya]. 

Special Recognition:  
Gut Gemacht! 

Greta and Marlena Shadle, a sophomore and a junior at Lu-

theran High School, competed in a national German compe-

tition this past school year. Greta received a ‘Gold Medal’ 

and Marlena a ‘Silver Medal’ for their comprehension and 

competence in the German language. 

https://lutheransinafrica.com/
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Bring your personal mite box to empty into the big mite 

box in the Entranceway on Sundays, June 2 & July 7. 

Your simple gifts will help meet LWML’s 2017-2019 goal 

of $2,075,000 to share the Gospel and show mercy in 

many places and ways. (See www.lwml.org for more.) 

In June (and following), $97,000 - origi-

nally designated for “Raising Pastors and 

Deaconesses.” - was changed to be applied 

to the following international needs and 

opportunities:  

• $30,000 to LeadaChild for establish-

ment of Teacher Training “hubs” in West Africa/Asia. 

• $40,000 to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, for educa-

tion costs of its Graduate School’s students from African 

countries with special consideration given for Liberian 

students. 

• $7,000 for Grace Rao, Office of Deaconess Ministry, 

for Liberian Deaconess training.  

• $20,000 for the Seminary in Sierra Leone. 

Two Calls to Ministry for  

Crown of Life Members 

On Tuesday evening, April 30, Jason Kaspar received his first 

Divine Call into the Pastoral Ministry in the Candidate Call 

Service at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. 

Jason will serve as Pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 

of LaGrange, Texas. He and Mandy were joined by Jason’s 

parents and by Pastor Barz for this special occasion. Jason will 

be ordained into the Holy Ministry on Sunday, June 16, at St. 

Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in Battle Creek, Michigan. 

His Service of Installation at Mount Calvary in LaGrange will 

be on Wednesday, July 31, at 7:00 pm. All Crown of Life 

members are invited to attend! 

In early June, Aaron Strackbein accepted designation to re-

ceive a Divine Call to serve as Youth Minister at Concordia 

Lutheran Church & School of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Aaron is 

now completing his Internship for Director of Christian Edu-

cation certification at Trinity Lutheran Church of Weatherford, 

Texas. He will be joined in marriage to Abby Dickerson here 

at Crown of Life on Saturday, July 27. God willing, they will 

begin to make their home in Fort Wayne in mid-August. 

LWML Mite Boxes & Projects 

Graduations from High School & 

College 

Xanthis Barthel (Geneva, Boerne) and Mickey Palm (Lutheran 

HS) and Daniel Quan (Lutheran HS) all graduated in May. May 

our Lord continue to bless and keep these disciples of His as they 

follow Him in various vocations – as students and servants – in 

the years ahead. 

Abigail Kiesling, baptized here at Crown of Life, but now living 

in Frisco, Texas with her family, recently graduated from Wake-

land High School. Abbey will be attending Texas Tech Universi-

ty in the fall to study Biology with a minor in Forensic Science. 

She plans to pursue a career in medicine as a Medical Examiner. 

This summer Abbey will return to the Blue Stars Drum and Bu-

gle Corp for her second season in the color guard. 

Luke Bird, son of Chad & Stacy Bird, is a recent graduate of 

New Braunfels High School. Last fall, he was named a Com-

mended Scholar in the National Merit Scholarship Program, the 

only NBHS student to honored in this year’s national recognition 

program. Luke was also Senior Class President, Co-captain of the 

NBHS Wrestling team, Vice President of the National Honor 

Society, and Battalion Commander of the Marine Corps JROTC. 

He was ranked in the Top 10 in his class and is one of only five 

Marine Corps JROTC cadets in the nation and the only Unicorn 

to ever to be awarded the Legion of Valor Bronze Cross for 
Achievement. God willing, Luke will attend the United States 

Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Malcolm & Marshall Graham, sons of Julie Crockett, both grad-

uated from Texas State University this past month. May God 

bless them as seek to use their knowledge and gifts in service to 

others. 

Silver Servers on Vacation 
for the Summer 

Silver Servers will be taking a short break for the Summer.  We will 

resume our get togethers and explorations in September. 

Watch the Sunday Parish Notes for news – and have a great summer! 

Confirmations of  

Adults and Youth 

We have witnessed and celebrated the confession of faith of 

both adults and younger disciples in the past several months. 

Mikhail Ivan Kravchenko (on March 31), Dahvien Vernet 

Dean (on April 28 at University Lutheran Chapel, College 

Station) and Jesse Xavier Sanchez (on May 5), publicly con-

fessed their faith in Christ and affirmed their conviction in 

the teachings of Scripture as taught and practiced in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church and in this Crown of Life 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, part of The Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod. 

And, on Sunday morning, May 20, five of our youth did the 

same. After two years of study in God’s Word and from the 

Small Catechism of Martin Luther, they affirmed God’s gifts 

to them in Holy Baptism, spoke their confession of faith, and 

promised to be faithful to Christ “even to the point of 

death” (Revelation 2:10). Their banners designed for their 

Profession of Faith hung in the Sanctuary as their visual wit-

ness to all of us for a month – even as they will hang in their 

homes for months and years to come. 

We continue to give thanks for and with Landree Marie 

Craft (daughter of Brian & Erica), Jacob Silas King (son of 

Eric & Tracey), Danny Haoyuan Pan (son of Brian & Yu 

Lin), Daniella Elizabeth Porter (daughter of Shawn & Pau-

la), and Mason Remington Speight (son of Max & Anissa). 

http://www.lwml.org
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DOXOLOGY and Other Summertime Events 

Youth Ministry Notes 

Rejoicing at the Gift of Life 

We thank God for a daughter born on May 16 to Jennifer & 

Ricky Fleming, joining her older sister, True, and her older 

brothers, Kaden and Easton, in the love of this family. 

We also thank God for the safe delivery of a daughter to Vivi-

anne & Ray Suarez on May 24. She is also welcomed by her 

grandparents, Tony & Joanne Patrón – and by Tio Cruz! 

this Summer... 

 This summer is a busy one at Crown of Life. Already we have taken our Middle School Youth to Summer Serve, hosted this time by 

Messiah Lutheran Church in Boerne. Soon we will host Vacation Bible School, send our High School Youth to the LCMS Youth Gathering 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and send Pr Barz and lay delegate Denise Poppe to the LCMS Convention in Tampa, Florida. We will also, as 

a congregation, begin the DOXOLOGY program for the second time.  
 

 Our Youth will be flying up to the Twin Cities on July 10, ready for five days of excitement with about 20,000 of their peers as they 

learn, worship and serve. We have been blessed to have raised our funds for this trip—much thanks to all of you! We have already begun 

planning, studying and preparing for the trip. Chaperones and parents have us ready to go.  
 

 Summer Serve is a yearly local service trip in which our youth gather with youth from our sister congregations around San Antonio. It 

is for fun, learning and service in our community. Our boys and girls spent their day of service at Poet’s Walk, an assisted living facility 

just off Vance Jackson at 1604. This facility specializes in memory care, and our youth were much appreciated for their care, as they 

played games, talked with and ate with the residents.  
 

 The DOXOLOGY curriculum consists of three events within the calendar year: 
 

 The Gathering, June 10-13, in Boise, Idaho 
 

 The Grand Reunion, August 2-4, in Kansas City, Missouri 
 

 The Encore, November 22-24, in Boise, Idaho. 
 

The last time our church went through DOXOLOGY was with Pr Barz in 2010. This year it is my turn, and that means I will be attending 

the three events listed above. In June, I will attend the Gathering by myself. In August, Amy will attend the Grand Reunion along with me, 

and in November, I will attend the Encore with one or more members of Crown of Life.  
 

 DOXOLOGY is intended for pastors and congregations to learn about pastoral care, and to grow in their understanding of God’s gifts 

and their life together in the Church.    

May God Bless the Newlyweds! 

On Saturday afternoon, June 1, Lindsey Elisabeth-Jane Nichel-

son and Jesse Xavier Sanchez were united in Christian Marriage 

here at Crown of Life Lutheran Church. May our Lord Jesus, 

the Bridegroom of the Church, richly bless their love and their 

commitment. 

Farewell & Godspeed 

We have bid farewell and Godspeed on the first two Sundays 

in June. On Sunday, June 2, we said good-bye to Becky Bar-

telt as she has accepted a Call to teach music and theology at 

Lincoln Lutheran School in Lincoln, Nebraska. Becky was 

on the staff of Lutheran High School of San Antonio for 14 

years. She also served as our Choir Director, as a soloist, as a 

teacher and Bible study leader, on the Board of Christian 

Witness, as a Vacation Bible School volunteer, and on the 

Board of Directors of LINC – San Antonio. 

On Pentecost Sunday, we said our good-byes in Christ to 

Mark & Melissa Amendt and their four children: Joseph, 

Ellen, Hannah, and Elizabeth. Mark, a lieutenant colonel in 

the United State Air Force, has orders to a new position at 

the Pentagon. They have been faithful in worship (almost 

always in the 8:00 Divine Service). Mark has been one of our 

Elders, while Melissa has been committed to supporting our 

Sunday School ministry. 
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Careful Caring  
 First, this is a different kind of article than I usually write. As we help those in need, we must also guard against harming 
those we seek to help. Recent studies have chronicled the shocking harm caused by those who have unwittingly given in 
destructive ways. I encourage you to read When Helping Hurts or Toxic Charity to learn more about these problems. (Full 
disclosure: I have only read the latter book, but the former comes highly recommended also.) 

 Rather than highlight the frightful stories, however, here’s a story of a thoughtful approach to supporting those in need. 
Last month, I visited the Philippines with Rev. Todd Roeske. He served in the Philippines from 1993–2005, eventually 
helping to found the Tagakaulo Lutheran Church of Christ in the Philippines (TLCCP). As part of that work, he and the 
team established an agricultural project to help prevent soil erosion in the hills where the Tagakaulo people farm. If a 
farmer planted a contour line — a row of  plants or grass that grows between banana or similar plants that followed the con-
tour of the hill — he received a sow. 

 Upon the completion of a second contour line, the farmer could receive a heifer. The Philippines team built sustainabil-
ity into the program. After the farmer received the sow or heifer, he committed to giving half of the offspring for the first 2–
3 years back to the program. The contour lines provided forage for the pigs and cows that the farmers received. The suc-
cessful program continues to this day. 

 A local member of the TLCCP provides project oversight and reporting. He takes pictures of the contour lines, tracks 
livestock, and reports to donors and supporters in the USA. The project also teaches the TLCCP how to manage and report 
correctly. The inability to predict harmful consequences of helping others should not prevent us from helping. Where possi-
ble, we should give in thoughtful ways, which in many cases may take more work and commitment. 

 Yet, this type of careful caring provides much more effectively for the long term well-being of those we seek to help. 

 And thank you, Crown of Life, for hosting me and my family in May — and for the generous gift to support us! 

Askins in Asia 

News from Missionary Charles St-Onge 

Work Up North  
At the beginning of April we hosted Arthur Just and his wife, Linda, for three days of visits in Montreal. Dr. Just is our head 
of operations for Latin America and Charles’ former seminary professor, and the Justs had a first hand introduction to the 
mission field that is Quebec. As happens with many of our LCMS visitors, they arrived wondering why we would have a mis-
sionary here at all, and left wondering why we don’t have more. It is our prayer that we will continue expanding the work 
here with another missionary or two in the next few years. 

 This year was warm enough, and Palm Sunday late enough, that we were able to begin the procession of palms outside. 
We held our annual bilingual (French and English) Holy Thursday service, and Charles put together a rough hewn cross for 
our Good Friday service. Deb, Sophia and Olivia sang the part of the choir for the Good Friday Reproaches, which we did for 
the first time. Easter morning was celebrated with an 8:00 am service followed by a continental breakfast. Charles continued 
adult instruction with four young adults, as well as with our three young people who will confirm their faith in June. He was 
also invited to speak about the Reformation at Sophia’s school! 

Work Down South  
Although it is not very “down south,” we will all be going to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania for an LWML zone rally on April 27. 
Charles will be speaking, and the rest of the family will be appearing as “missionaries of honor.” On Sunday, Charles will be 
preaching at St. Athanasius Lutheran Church in Vienna, Virginia, one of our supporting congregations and home of our cir-
cuit visitor, Rev. James Douthwaite, and his family. 

 There is not currently a quiet island in the Caribbean, mission-wise. A more permanent mission direction for the Caymans 
continues to take shape. Charles is working hard to find donors to support a possible new Lutheran school in downtown King-
ston, Jamaica. Budgets, short-term team coordination and building acquisition plans in Puerto Rico have meant many online 
videoconference meetings . Even Haiti has been on Charles’ plate, with increasing discussions on how to support theological 
education in that country as it continues to struggle with so much poverty and violence. Charles will also be presenting next 
month on Puerto Rico at the first “Conference of the Americas” in the Dominican Republic. 
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Happy Summer! 
As our preschool and MDO families go in different directions for the summer, we pray for their safety and good health. Some 

will be spending the summer at home with mom or dad, some will be traveling, some will be attending VBS and 105 children 

will be attending our Summer Fun Programs. Some families will be moving, and 48 children will be moving on to Kindergarten 

in the fall. In addition to some families moving, we are saying goodbye to some of our teachers.  Mrs. Melissa Garza, who has 

been with COL for 7 years, will be moving to Buda and hopes to work in a Lutheran School there.  Melissa has been amazing 

with the prekindergarten children.  They, along with our staff and parents love her.  Mrs. Kim D’Souza, who has been at COL 

for 2 years, will be moving to Katy.  She is looking forward to being home with her children for a while and helping them get 

settled in their new schools.  Kim has been such a supportive and loving instructional assistant. She has helped the little 3 -year- 

old children grow and has helped prepare them for PreK 4s.  We are sad to see her go.  Mrs. Jenny Covino, 2 years at COL, will 

be leaving us to be more involved with curriculum development.  She has been amazing with the children helping them become 

more independent and teaching them how to work together. She will be greatly missed by all of us!  We also have Jennifer Sty-

ra, 3 years at COL, will be   leaving a permanent position to become a homeschool teacher for her son.  She will be just as amaz-

ing at that as she has been for the COL children.  We are thankful she will remain on our sub list!  Stay tuned for an introduction 

to our new teachers who will be featured in our Aug./Sept. newsletter article.  

It has been a great opportunity this year to share Jesus’ love with the school families.  As our time with them changes, we feel 

good knowing that they have felt loved and cared for and that they know that we will continue to pray for them when they are 

away from us. As you plan for the summer, our blessings are with you and your family, as well! 

Summer Fun Programs 

If you or anyone you know is looking for a great place for their children ages 2-6 for the summer, session 2, we have the perfect 

place!  It’s right here at YOUR Lutheran School!  Session 1 begins June 11 and is completely full!  Session 2 will be held July 

16-Aug. 8. We meet Tuesday-Thursday and children can attend 1, 2, or all three days. Stop by the Education Office to register or 

for more information! 

Fall Preschool and MDO Registration  

There are a few openings in the fall. Please call the school office at 210-490-9860 if interested. 

In Christ, 

Diane Dillow, Early Childhood Director 

*****Registration for Summer and Fall are ongoing!    Call us if we can help you with more information or visit 

   our web site www.crownoflifesa.org under Preschool or  

   our Facebook Page at Crown of life Preschool and MDO. 

 

 

Preschool & MDO News 

The crowd had left, but the pageant continued. The next year the Mormons were still bragging, but they changed their boast to: ‘The 
pageant has never been rained out.’ God had heard enough. He brought rain and He brought it hard. The Mormons had no choice but 

to cancel the pageant that night. The Christians camping out in the city park all gathered under one of the pavilions and sang, ‘Our 

God Reigns.’ (Yes, we really did sing that).” 

…the first year Jesus was included in the pageant. For decades, Jesus was not in the pageant. That year, a couple of our ladies were 

admiring the outside of one of the nearby houses when the owner came out and invited them inside for a short tour. She then began 

to complain about the pageant and said something like, “The pageant used to be beautiful. It was all about the pioneers and the trek 

out west, but then they had to ruin it by adding Jesus to it!” We were shocked. 

As Keith and Becky and their witnessing team leave for Manti soon, do remember them in your prayers, asking God to give them 

courage and compassion and clarity as they share the Good News of salvation in the cross and resurrection of Christ. 

Witnessing at the ‘Mormon Miracle Pageant’ in Manti, Utah 

 (cont. from p. 3) 

http://www.crownoflifesa.org
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We join you in thanking God for these occasions…  

    Birthdays in June  

 1 Trixie Anders 
 2 Justin Cerwick 
  Luke Pennington 
 3 Nino Tarantino 
 4 Erica Craft 
  Gabriele Gooch 
  Marilyn Jarvis 
 6 Rucker Drury 

 8 Kevin Catron 
 10 Olivia Gomez 
  Luke Rupprecht 
 11 Jacquelyn Sorenson 
 12 Danny Pan 
 14 Linda McVicker 
 17 Garrett Endicott 
 18 Michelle Jones 

 Anniversaries in June  

 1 Dean & Jacquelyn Sorenson 
 2 Scott & Rosalie Nichelson 
 6 Phil & Robbie Sonnenberg 
 8 Ricky & Jennifer Fleming 
 10 Brett & Susan Conrad 
 12 Terry & Ruth Wunderlich 
  Troy & Allison Wunderlich 

 24 Marc & Jenn Caudill 
   Fred & Maria Siller 
 25 Ryan & Amanda Grant 
 27 Thomas & Lali Newman 
 29 Jay & Mary Stephenson 
 30 Steven & Jane-Alice Tye 

 Birthdays in July  

 1 José Gomez 
  Michael Ryan 
 2 Don Etscheid 
  Jeana Feehery 
 3 Logan Speight 
  Art Struxness 
 4 Betty Hotopp 
  Jennifer Quan 
 6 Linda Willey 
 7 Damian Ardila 
  Kim Mellum 
  Fred Siller 
  Juan Treviño 

 9 Luke Conrad 
  Marisol Morales 
  Jim Willis 
 10 Mike Day 
 12 Isabella Treviño  
  Rob Weaver 
 13 Barbara Weng 
 14 Joshua Shook 
 15 Katie Barnes 
  Aidan Underwood 
 16 Jennifer Chapot 
  Frances Leigh 
  Bobbie Mouser 

 19 Linda Pulliam 
 21 Thomas Newman 
  Katherine Tye 
 22 Nick Dovalis 
  Pete Peters 
 23 Erin Stephenson 
 25 Kristina Craig 
  Michael Palm 
  Bill Ware 
 27 Adam Anders 
  Paul Sanders 
 28 Matthew Weis 
  Ruth Wunderlich 

 Anniversaries in July 

 3 Andy & Kristin Erlemann 
 7 Doug & Susan Tonder 
 9 Steve & Liesel Urban 
 10 Brian & Yu Lin Pan 
   Jeff & Linda Reed 

  11 Mike & Pat Day 
  16 Charles & Karen Fox 
  21 Rev. Christopher & Amy Nuttelman 
  22 Rev. Mark & Connie Barz 
  23 Mark & Renee Harle 
  27 Benjamin & Lauren Meadows 

 20 Richard Quan 
 21 Joanna Nuttelman 
 24 Kristy Pratt 
  Emilee Schoenert 
  Maria Siller 
 26 Stacy Bird 
  Dan Jarvis 
 27 Steve Fors 
  Mark Frost  

 18 John & Denise Poppe 
 21 Buz & Kate Waitz 
 22 Pete & Linda Peters 
  Tom & Linda Willey 
 23 Charles & Jennifer Chapot 
  Patrick & Jeana Feehery 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Summer Serve 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

4:00 pm -  

Nichelson / Sanchez 
Wedding 

2 Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 
 

Summer Serve 
 

CAM Food Offerings 
LWML Mite Box 

3 Pastors’ Day Off 4 5 

 

 

 

7:00 pm -  Board of El-

ders 

6 7 8 

 

9 Pentecost 10 Pastor Barz’s 

Day Off 
11 
 
 
7:00 pm - Church 
Council 

12 

 
11:30 am  - Silver Servers 
- Empty Cross, Kerrville 

13 14 
Ordination of Pastor 
Nuttelman (2015) 

15 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

16 The Holy Trinity 

 

 

9:40 am - Worship at 
The Laurels 

17 Pastors’ Day Off 18 19 20 21 22 

 

23 2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
24 Pastors’ Day Off 25 26 

 

27 

 

 
6:00 pm - VBS Family 

Night 

28 29 
7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

30 3rd Sunday After 

Pentecost 

Jubilee Sunday 

9:30 am - Divine Service 

10:45 am -  Fellowship 
Brunch in the CLC 

      USHERS 
 

8:00 am 
 

Brian Craft 
Ralph Ellis 

Shawn Porter 
 

10:45 am 

Ruben Chapa 
Allan McVicker 

GREETERS 

8:00 am 

Patty Ellis 
Wendy Haertel 

 

10:45 am 

Ryan Grant 

 ALTAR CARE 

 

8:00 am  

Denise Poppe 
Martha Franke (30th) 

10:45 am 

Ramona Golding 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult  

     Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 

each Sunday of June. 

                                      ELDERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Amendt / Koops 2 Ingram / Pan 
Amendt / Franke 9 Ingram / Mouser 
Conrad / Koops 16 Neumann / Pan 
Deurmier / Franke 23 Mouser / Neumann 

JUBILEE SUNDAY, June 30 

Conrad / Franke / Mouser / Neumann 

Pastor Nuttelman at DOXOLOGY - Boise, Idaho 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Mark Amendt 2 Allan McVicker 

Mark Amendt 9 Allan McVicker 

TBD 16 Tom Newman 

TBD 23 Tom Newman 

JUBILEE SUNDAY 

Bill Rhea 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - MIRACULOUS MISSION 
Pastor Barz & Connie in Kansas 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 1 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 1 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s Day Off 

 

2 3 

 

 

4 Independence Day 

 
Church Office Closed 

5 6 

7 4th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

CAM Food Offerings 
LWML Mite Box 
 
12:05 pm - Young Adults 
Lunch 

8 Pastors’ Day Off 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm - Church 
Council 
 

10 11 
 

12 13 

 

14 5th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
15 Pastor Barz’s 

Day Off 

16 

 
17 18 Ordination of 

Pastor Barz (1982) 

 

7:00 pm - Board of Elders 

19 20 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

21 6th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 
 
9:40 am - Worship at 
The Laurels 

22 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s Day Off 
23 

 

24 

 

25 26 27 

4:30 pm - Dicker-
son / Strackbein 
Wedding 

28 7th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
29  
Pastor Barz at 

Presidium (Austin) 

30 
Pastor Barz at 
Board of Directors 
(Austin) 

31 

7:00 pm - Installation of 
Rev. Jason Kaspar  

(Mount Calvary, La-
Grange) 

 
 

 

                             ALTAR CARE 

8:00 am   10:45 am 
Martha Franke   Becky Brewer 
 

GREETERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Jill Deurmier  Ann McConnell 
Dan & Terry Mullinix  Buz Waitz 
  Linda Pulliam 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated  

each Sunday of July. 

 

                               ELDERS 
8:00 am  10:45 am 

Deurmier / Franke 7 Ingram / Mouser 
Franke 14 Ingram / Mouser 
Deurmier / Koops 21 Neumann / Pan 
Koops 28 Neumann / Pan 

 

 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Brett Conrad 7 Robert Brewer 
Brett Conrad 14 Robert Brewer 
Chad Bird 21 Buz Waitz 
Chad Bird 28 Buz Waitz 
 
 

USHERS 

8:00 am 

Mike Weis 
Mark Harle 

Drew Titcombe 
Hollis Poppe 

  

10:45 am 

Doug Tonder 

Robert Brewer Pastor Barz & Connie in Kansas 

Pastor Nuttelman - National Youth Gathering - Minneapolis 

Pastor Nuttelman - National Youth 

Gathering - Minneapolis Pastor Barz & Connie at Synodical Convention -  Tampa, Florida 

Pastor Barz & Connie at Synodical Convention 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 1 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 1 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 2 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 2 

Preschool Summer Fun - Session 2 

Pastor Nuttelman, Amy & Joanna on Vacation -  Michigan 

Pastor Nuttelman, Amy & Joanna on Vacation -  Michigan 
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