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“How long have you been here?” 

It happened again just two days ago. I was visiting in the home of 

some guest worshipers when they asked a simple question: “How 

long have you been at Crown of Life?” And I replied: “In the 

middle of February it will be 32 years.” 

I’ve told some of you that years and years ago my three brothers 

and I made up a word. It’s spelled K-I-N-A-R-D-L-E-E. And it’s 

used in this way: “I kinardlee believe that Connie and I have been 

at Crown of Life for 32 years!” Yes, I can hardly believe that we 

moved to San Antonio back in February 1987 with our (then) 

three children and certain other valuable items stuffed into our 

chocolate-brown Dodge Caravan. 

Three years ago I wrote a paper for DOXOLOGY titled “The 

Blessings and Burdens of a Long-Term Pastorate.” I researched 

the phenomena of short-term and long-term Calls. (My own father 

definitely tended toward the short-term in his pastoral ministry!) I 

interviewed nine other pastors who had been in their parishes 

from 22 to 37 years. Each one said the two same things: “I didn’t 

expect to be at fill-in-the-blank for this long.” And “I have no 

regrets about being here at fill-in-the-blank this long.” I second 

that! (Well, maybe I “tenth” that on top of the nine other pastors.) 

As some of you have heard me say, I thought we’d be in Texas 

for eight or ten years. Then we would move back to the Midwest 

where our roots are and where most of our family members are – 

or were! But the Lord of the Church had other plans. Though our 

children have grown up and moved away, we are still here. And 

we are glad that we are still here on this hillside in Stone Oak. 

On Sunday, January 20, we remembered the 35 years of Crown of 

Life’s history. And we sang these words: 

In this holy place for thirty* years  

 Our Lord has bound up the broken. 

To hearts racked with guilt and plagued by fears, 

 Forgiveness and hope He’s spoken. 

The height of God’s golden love for us, 

 Our tall rusted cross betokens. 

[*This text was written by Chad Bird for our 30th anniversary in 2014.] 

We have heard and confessed and proclaimed and lived the Gos-

pel together for a very long time. We have stood at or carried chil-

dren and grandchildren to the Font. We have knelt to receive our 

Lord’s body and blood. We have heard Christ confessed at Con-

firmations. We have heard vows spoken at Weddings. We have 

heard and sung the comfort of our Lord’s Resurrection at Funer-

als. We have welcomed new members; we have said “Godspeed” 

to members moving away. 

 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

Romans 10:15 

Exodus: Divine Romance 

The Bible is a book of books woven together into an inspired whole. 

Last newsletter we tried to make Genesis (all 50 chapters!) a little 

more ‘pocket-sized’ by looking simply at three sins and then three 

saints. Now we turn the page and try to bring Exodus down to size. 

Our job here seems simpler. Exodus has a single, famous and dra-

matic event at its heart, as Charlton Heston has amply demonstrated: 

the bringing of the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt. How to 

describe this monumental event, as God’s people pass over from 

bondage in Egypt to freedom and worship at God’s mountain? We 

are going to look at it as a wedding.  

Our tip-off is in Exodus 19:3-4:  

The Lord called to (Moses) out of the mountain, saying, “Thus 

you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 

You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now, 

therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My cove-

nant, you shall be My treasured possession among all peoples...” 

God asks Moses to ask Israel if she will be His treasured possession – 

and to remind her of all the nice things He has done for her. It’s a 

divine Valentine’s Day. And when Moses asks, Israel responds, “All 

that the Lord has spoken we will do.” (19:8) They say I do!  

So, God tells Moses to tell Israel to get her best dress ready (19:10), 

because on the third day (yes, the third day) He is coming to see her, 

and she will to see Him. In the meantime the Israelites are told ‘not to 

go near women’ (19:15); this is to be a chaste wedding.  

(continued on p. 4) 

“...how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself.”  

Exodus 19:3 

Friendships are richer because of 32 years of life together. More expe-

riences – some enjoyable, some disheartening – have been shared. You 

have laughed with me; you have cried with me. You have affirmed and 

encouraged me; you have counseled and challenged me. You have 

allowed me to pray for you; you have prayed with and for me. 

What does the future hold? I’m not going to attempt to predict what 

will happen in our relationship. But I will affirm the words of Paul to 

the Church in Rome: And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news!” (Romans 10:15) 

I thank God for the beautiful feet which have carried the good news 

throughout the world. I thank God for sending me here. I thank God 

for the strength to preach the Good News of Christ’s salvation to and 

among you for 32 years. And I thank God 

for you. 
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Events & Happenings in  

February & March 

➢ Saturday, February 2 & 16 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

➢ Sunday, February 3 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 

➢ Tuesday, February  5, 12 & 26 
Women’s Bible Study 

➢ Wednesday, February 6, 13, 20 & 27 
Women on Wednesday  

Adult Bell Choir 

Sanctuary Choir 

➢ Thursday, February 7 
Tri-Circuit Pastors Conference 

Board of Elders 

➢ Saturday, February 9 & 23 
Women’s Weekend Bible Study  

➢ Saturdays, February 9, 16, 23 
Banner Team 

➢ Sunday, February 10 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
The CROSSING 

➢ Tuesday, February 12 
Church Council 

➢ Sunday, February 17 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Worship at the Laurels 

The CROSSING 

➢ Monday, February 18 
Readers of the Round Table 

➢ Wednesday, February 20 
Silver Servers @ El Mirasol 

➢ Thursday, February 21 
Quilting & Sewing Group 

➢ Sunday, February 24 

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
The CROSSING 

New GOOD NEWS Group 

➢ Friday, March 1 
CROSSING Pre-Lent Mini-Retreat 

➢ Saturday, March 2 & 9 
Banner Team 

➢ Saturday, March 2 & 16 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

➢ Sunday, March 3 

The Transfiguration of our Lord 
CAM Sunday School Food Offering 

LWML Mite Box Sunday 

Young Adults Luncheon 

GOOD NEWS Group 

➢ Tuesday, March 5, 12, 19 & 26 
Women’s Bible Study  

➢ Wednesday, March 6, 13, 20 & 27 
Women on Wednesday 

Adult Bell Choir 

Sanctuary Choir 

 

 

 

➢ Wednesday, March 6 
Ash Wednesday 

Services at 6:30 am; 12:15 am & 7:00 pm 

➢ Wednesday, March 6 
Board of Elders 

➢ Thursday, March 7 
Tri-Circuit Pastors Conference 

➢ Sunday, March 10 

First Sunday in Lent  
Spring Break 

➢ Wednesday, March 13, 20 & 27 
Lenten Worship at 11:15 am & 7:00 pm 

➢ Wednesday, March 13 
Church Council 

➢ Sunday, March 17 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Worship at The Laurels 

The CROSSING 

➢ Thursday, March 21 
Quilting & Sewing Group 

➢ Sunday, March 24 

Third Sunday in Lent 
The CROSSING 

➢ Sunday, March 31 
Jubilee Sunday 

Single Divine Service – 9:30 am 

Fellowship Brunch – 10:45 am 
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CROSSING Pre-Lent Mini Retreat 

Each year in The CROSSING, our catechism classes, we begin the season of Lent with a retreat the Friday before Ash Wednesday. Because 

our lessons during Lent dwell on the Christian fundamentals of the Lord’s Supper, Confession and Absolution, and Prayer, it is good to 

‘retreat’ in order to refocus ourselves. 

The Pre-Lent Mini-Retreat takes the form of a pizza party, with games, and a lesson for youth and parents. For our First-Year students, the 

focus will be on the Sacraments as God’s Perfect Gifts – in anticipation of Lenten lessons dedicated to the Lord’s Supper.  

For our Second-Year group, the first topic is Confession and Absolution (“...that we confess our sins, and...that we receive absolution, that is, 

forgiveness, from the pastor as from God himself...” – Small Catechism).  

The second is Christian Prayer. Being baptized and forgiven, and accepted as children of God, we have the promise that God hears us. This is 

at once a gift and a duty. God will hear us in everything we say and ask, so we must not misuse the name of God, but make good use of this 

name to call out to him in every trouble, prayer and thanksgiving (Small Catechism). 

Our Third-Year Students use Lent to work on their Discipleship Projects. These projects are accomplished with the guidance of a chosen old-

er member from Crown of Life. Some of you have filled this role yourselves. These ‘projects’ are intended to be simple ways of showing our 

students what life in the Church can look like for them when they mature.  

We are looking forward to this year’s Mini-Retreat, and to a season of growth in the things of God. When you see these young disciples, en-

courage them in these things. Truly, your presence at the Lord’s Supper, your life of Confession and receiving Absolution, and every time 

you say ‘Amen,’ go a long way in commending the gracious works of God to another generation (Psalm 145).  

Youth Ministry Notes 

LHM & Barna: Households of Faith 

I recently attended a presentation at our sister church, Concordia, entitled Households of Faith: The Rituals and Relationships that Turn a 

Home into a Sacred Space. It was the unveiling of years of research into the American Christian household, and it was a joint production of 

Barna Group (a church-centric demography firm from California), and our own Lutheran Hour Ministries [LHM]. 

The last fifty years in America have seen a significant rearrangement of the American household. Not only are many types of ‘households’ 

common today that do not fit our stereotypical categories, but it is also the case that people tend to pass through many different types of 

‘households’ in the course of their lives. These changing factors motivated Barna and LHM to take a fresh look at how we pass on our Chris-

tian faith in that most intimate of settings: the Christian household.  

There is much in the study’s findings that bears careful consideration – and we will likely discuss more in the weeks and months to come – 

but, at this point, let me summarize three basic points. 

First, the influence of religious institutions (and also other social institutions) is on the decline. This means that church bodies (such as our 

own Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod) do not shape the culture as powerfully as they once did. A significant portion of this culture-shaping 

power has been ceded to the household. Households of Faith has shown that, increasingly, household figures (especially mothers, and then 

grandparents, fathers, and siblings) are the primary religious figures in the lives of children.  

Second, because of the increasing importance of adults (relatives or close acquaintances) to the faith formation of children, cross-generational 

relationships are increasingly important to foster. The trend of the last fifty years in American Christianity, to silo the various age groups into 

distinct ‘ministries,’ has cut our youth off from the most powerful means of passing down the faith. At the presentation we were advised to 

(and I quote): “Get over it.”   

Finally, when looking at what Barna calls ‘vibrant’ Christian households, a surprise correlation is evident between faith formation and hospi-

tality. A hospitable home was more likely to succeed in handing down the faith to the next generation. Specifically, inviting others (friends, 

neighbors, guests) into the devotional life of one’s household ends up benefiting your own household as much as it does your guests. Includ-

ing dinner guests (for instance) in meal and bedtime prayers and other rituals of faith expresses their value to all involved. 

Our Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study has been going through St Paul’s letters to Timothy, and it is remarkable how deeply 

the apostle connects the life of the Church to the life of the home. In the Bible, the household and the Church (the household of God) are 

tightly-woven, mutually-enriching institutions. Men are prepared to be pastors by being faithful heads of their own households (1 Timothy 

3:1-7). Older men and older women are invaluable in their role of handing down the faith to younger men and women (Titus 2:1-5).  

Here at Crown of Life have an embarrassment of riches in the regard. We have precious saints at all ages, and in so many walks of life.  

Each year our Third-Year CROSSING students are asked to develop and finish a ‘Discipleship Project.’ They do this with the help of an older 

member chosen for them. I am in the process of making these choices for this year’s students. The challenge is who to leave out! We are 

blessed with so many dear people who enrich our church –  and who would enrich the faith of our youth.  

Jesus has saved and blessed us by gathering us to Himself as one body – as His body (1Corinthians 12:12-31). Therefore, ...let us consider 

how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day drawing near (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
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Bring your personal mite box to empty into the big mite box 

in the Entranceway on Sundays, February 3 & March 3. 

Your simple gifts will help meet LWML’s 2017-2019 goal of 

$2,075,000 to share the Gospel and show mercy in many 

places and ways. (See www.lwml.org for more.) 

In February 2019, $75,000 is set aside for “Restoration Pro-

grams for Native Hawaiians.” Most people think of Ha-

waii as paradise, but to Native Hawaiians, Kanaka, it is 

quite a different place. In recent years, the number of 

homeless people in Hawaii has grown, with poverty rising, 

leaving few people in the middle class. Most of the minis-

try work is done in urban areas by non-Kanaka men and 

women to non-Kanaka people. To successfully engage the 

Kanaka people in the Christian faith and to provide the 

support and assistance that Kanaka people need to begin to 

overcome the serious social issues that plague them, mis-

sionaries must embrace the Kanaka culture.  

Clarence DeLude III (a Kanaka), who is on staff with Lu-

theran Indian Ministries, is enrolled in the 

Cross-Cultural Ministry Center Program at 

Concordia University, Irvine, California, 

which leads to ordination. As a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, Clarence, a 

Native Hawaiian will be used as God’s in-

strument in bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to his fel-

low Kanaka people. Grant funds would be used for schol-

arships for Clarence, VBS/Teen Camp, on-going Bible 

study, and Sexual Abuse and Leadership Training (SALT) 

seminars. 

 In March 2019, $50,000 is set aside for “RECONNECT to 

the Body of Christ.” The congregations of Texas District Cir-

cuit 28 have a great desire to work together as one group in 

training mission workers to share the Word and unite these 

congregations and communities. The Rio Grande Valley of 

Texas shares the border with Mexico and has a large Hispanic 

population, many of whom are among the poorest of poor, at 

risk and unchurched. They have developed a long-range plan 

to assist the struggling congregations in reaching out to the 

communities to bring the Word into the homes of hurting 

families.  

The first step in the plan has been realized with the arrival of 

a Director of Christian Education (DCE) that will be serving 

the circuit – not just an individual church. With this in place, 

the next stages can begin by training leaders within the con-

gregations in a mission and ministry model utilized by a lo-

cal, thriving congregation, building campus relationships with 

the 50,000 students attending local colleges, and conducting 

community mercy projects. These funds will assist in the pro-

ject startup costs, training materials, transportation costs, 
scholarships, and other incurred expenses of the training pro-

gram.  

LWML Mite Boxes & Projects 

(cont. from p.1) 

The wedding, the covenant-making, happens under the roll of thunder 

and sound of trumpets. But it is all accomplished by the end of Exodus 

24. What about the other sixteen chapters? Our wedding metaphor 

helps us here. What comes after a wedding? Bride and bridegroom 

move in together; they make a home. 

God’s home, which He intends to share with Israel, is the Tabernacle – 

a palatial tent encrusted with gold, hung with fine tapestry, sweetened 

with clouds of incense. It also includes all the furnishings for the con-

duct of Israel’s divine service: an altar, a lamp stand, and a font full of 

water (the same sorts of things we Christians have in our sanctuaries). 

Finally, hidden in the Holy of Holies, it included the Ark of the Cove-

nant, which functioned as the throne of God Himself.  

But there is a problem. This beautiful and richly-designed home is 

complete by the end of Exodus. Then God descends to the Tabernacle 

(40:34-35). His glory fills the place, just as He promised, and Moses 

goes to enter. But then we read that, exactly because the glory of God 

has filled the Tabernacle, Moses is not able to enter. And how can sin-

ful Israel ever expect to actually enter? God’s answer to this question is 

the book of Leviticus.  

Jesus calls His death and resurrection His ‘exodus’ (Luke 9:30-32). 

This is how we are joined to Him. Jesus endures His cross and grave as 

He passes over from death to life. On the third day He comes to us out 

of the grave to make us His bride, and by the for-

giveness of our sins He beckons us into His presence 

(John 20:19-23). Let us enter in! (Hebrews 4:11) 

NYG Youth 

We have 11 youth along with chaperones going to the LCMS 
National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July. The youth 
are: 

 Xanthis Barthel  Mickey Palm 
 Peyton Craft  Xander Robinson 
 Mason Heye  Kyle Ryan 
 Ethan King  Luke Ryan  
 Jenna Newman   Mikki Urban 
    Brady Wunderlich 

 
 
 

http://www.lwml.org
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Baptisms & Confirmations 

on Epiphany Sunday 

The Sunday of the Epiphany of Our Lord was a highlight 
of the Church and the newly-begun Calendar Year. This 
Festival focused on the revelation of Jesus Christ to Gentile 
Magi, to the nations, and to us. And this festive day – our 
first gathering for worship in 2019 – was a celebration of 
God’s gifts by water and the Word and a common confes-
sion of faith heard and echoed by three Youth Confirm-
ands. 

We spoke “Amen” twice as Derek Alexander and Elise 
Nancy Madden were washed in Holy Baptism and were 
clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness (seen in the 
Baptismal garments which they put on). Soon after, Justin 
Alan Cerwick also put on a Baptismal garment – larger 
than the one he wore back in 2004 – and these three youth 
stood together to confess their faith in Christ and their af-
firmation of the truths of God’s Word as expressed by and 
within the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

“Amen!” Again 

On Sunday morning, January 27, as we heard the procla-
mation of outsiders receiving an “epiphany” (the revelation 
of God’s mercy and grace, forgiveness and life, through 
His Son), we again witnessed the Sacrament of Holy Bap-
tism. Myla Elizabeth, infant daughter of Robert Louis 
Adamo and Sarah Ann Halverstadt, received the washing 
with water and the Word at the Font here at Crown of Life. 

Now Myla and Elise and Derek sing with us: “God’s own 
Child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!” 

Lutheran Schools Week 

Deaths of Loved Ones 

On many Sunday mornings we pray for those who are griev-
ing or have grieved the death of loved ones. We will always 
do this in light of two truths: first, the Body of Christ both suf-
fers and rejoices together (1 Corinthians 12:26) and, second, 
we must affirm the power and the promises of the risen Christ 
as we confess in the Apostolic Creed: “I believe in the resur-
rection of the body and the life everlasting.” 

At the end of January, we remembered the family and friends 
of Teresa Drennon in the Prayer of Church. Teresa, her for-
mer husband, and their children were members of Crown of 
Life for a number of years. She had moved back to Iowa about 
ten years ago to be closer to family members. After battling 
many challenges, Teresa’s soul was taken into our Lord’s 
presence on Friday, January 18. Though she was a member of 
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran in West Des Moines, her 
Christian funeral was on Saturday, January 26, at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church of Webster City, Iowa. Please especially re-
member Elizabeth and Kevin, her daughter and son, in your 

Alleluia Banners 

It is a custom here at Crown of Life to end the Epiphany sea-
son and prepare for the Lenten season by distributing and 
gathering Alleluia Banners. These simple sheets of paper – 
with a design that proclaims the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ – will be handed out on Sunday, February 27. (They 
are for children and youth, but all are welcome to take one 
home to color or decorate the sheet!) 

These will be brought forward just before the Benediction on 
Transfiguration Sunday – March 3 – and placed in a box to be 
“buried” (hidden) until Easter Sunday. Throughout Lent we do 
not speak or sing “Alleluia” in worship, but these colorful Al-
leluia Banners will help announce our Lord’s victory over the 
grave on the Resurrection Festival, April 21. 

Basketball in Dubai 

We’ve asked Dee Muth to tell their story (Ashley’s and hers) about 

an upcoming adventure. Read on… 

We are traveling to Dubai to represent Special Olympics USA in 

basketball. Barry coached this group of young women for about six 

years. They went undefeated in the State tournament four years in a 

row. I am now the Assistant Coach for this team. Teresa Sullivan is 

the head coach.  

We leave March 6 (yes, that’s Ash Wednesday) and fly to Newark, 

NJ where we meet up with the rest of the USA teams in a variety of 

sports. Swimming, table tennis, weight lifting and equestrian are 

some of the Special Olympics sports that will compete when we do. 

We start our long journey overseas on March 8. Once we arrive in 

Dubai, we will spend about five days there learning about the culture 

and getting acclimated to the climate. Our competition takes place in 

Abu Dabi. There we will have opening ceremonies and then classify 

for our grouping in basketball. We are placed in a group of teams 

according to our ability level of play. We will compete for about five 

days. After our games end, we will then attend the Closing Ceremo-

nies. We arrive back in the States on March 23. 

Please remember us in your prayers as we live this adventure of dis-

covery, friendship, and competition! Ashley and I are beyond excited 

for this opportunity. The girls will all have a commemorative patch 

on their travel bag in memory of Barry. This was his dream to see 

this basketball team – which he led and encouraged – go to Dubai.    

There are 34 LCMS elementary schools in the Texas District. There 

are nine LCMS high schools. And there are 87 free-standing (not 

partnered with a grade school) early childhood centers or preschools. 

Crown of Life Lutheran School is one of the eight largest in this 

category. 

The week after Spring Break will be Lutheran Schools Week in our 

Preschool and Mothers Day Out. Look carefully in the Parish Notes 

for information and activities so that you can be a part of Real. 

Present. God. with these young children and their families. Pray 

that Crown of Life will always be a place where the love of Christ 

and the truths of God’s Word will be taught and shared and lived. 
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In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan Grain 

Train movement encourages and enables God's people to 

share personal and material resources in bringing Christ's 

name and character to needy people both far and near. Some-

times that character expresses itself as a word well spoken, 

sometimes as a bandage well applied, and sometimes as a 

child well fed.  

Orphan Grain Train is a 501c3 Nonprofit Christian volunteer 

network that shares personal and material resources with 

needy people in America and around the world. Grain Train 

volunteers gather donations of clothing, medical supplies, 

food, Christian literature, and other aid to meet real needs. 

The Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response to 

Jesus Christ’s example as a servant and His love for us.  

More than 3,202 semi-trailer truckloads of food, clothing, 

medical supplies, and religious materials have been sent to 68 

countries and several disaster areas in the U.S. since 1992. 

All of this is done by volunteers and individual contributors – 

people who are thankful for their blessings and want to pro-

vide a blessing to someone they will probably never see this 

side of heaven.  

For more information, visit their website at: www.ogt.org. 

Orphan Grain Train 

 

Jubilee Sunday - March 31 

Every fifth Sunday is a Jubilee Sunday here at Crown of Life. This 

happens again on the final Sunday of March. On our Jubilee Sun-

days we have a single Divine Service at 9:30 am followed by a 

Fellowship Brunch at 10:45 am. 

On this particular Jubilee Sunday our Elders will host specific ta-

bles for those on their Care Lists. This will be an opportunity for 

Elders – those new in this role and those continuing in this role – to 

introduce themselves to you and help you meet more of your fellow

-members. Look and listen for more information about “Meeting 

Your Elder” as we enter March. 

Crown of Life’s Elders are (newly serving): Brett Conrad, Andy 

Deurmier, Willie Koops, Bill Mouser (Chairman), Gary Neumann, 

and (continuing to serve): Mark Amendt, Chaplain Matthew 

Franke, Russ Ingram, Brian Pan, and Bill Rhea. Elders at Crown of 

Life Lutheran Church guide, assist, and support the Called Pastors. 

They oversee all that pertains to the worship, the confession, the 

teaching, and the pastoral care of this congregation. They also 

serve – with prayers and encouragement – their fellow members. 

Children’s Choir Will Sing 
on March 31 

An extra and special part of worship on our Jubilee Sunday on 

March 31 is that there will be a Children’s Choir in the Divine 

Service. Sunday School children have already begun learning the 

songs that they will add to our worship on this Lenten Sunday. Par-

ents, please bring your children to Sunday School throughout Feb-

ruary and March so that they will be prepared to be part of this 

Choir, singing the Church’s song to and among us. 

Transfiguration Sunday 

This is the final Sunday in the Epiphany season. The event it recalls is 

the ascent of a ‘high mountain’ by Jesus with Peter, James, and John. 

(The appointed Gospel this year is Luke 9:28-36.) On that mountain-

top, our Lord’s appearance changed – He was transfigured – as the 

infinite glory of His infinite divinity was glimpsed. 

One way this truth will be expressed in our Sanctuary is by the final 

turning of the scrolling banner. The bright colors are to remind us of 

the “glorious splendor” when Jesus’ face was changed and His clothes 

were as bright as a flash of lightning. Three days later – on Ash 

Wednesday – this festive banner will be replaced by a more somber 

Lenten banner, marking our journey to the cross of our Lord. 

Ash Wednesday 

Our Lenten journey begins on March 6. The palms from last year’s 

Palm Sunday will be burned and the ashes mixed with a bit of olive 

oil to make a black paste. This sign of repentance and mortality will 

mark the foreheads and the hands of the people of God. 

Our penitential worship services on Ash Wednesday are at 6:30 am, 

12:15 pm, and 7:00 pm. The Midday Service will not include the 

Lord’s Supper. This opportunity for worship is especially planned for 

Preschool and Mothers Day Out parents, staff, and children – though 

any and all may attend. 

“Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

(Hebrews 12:2) 

Lenten Midweek Worship 

After Ash Wednesday, we will gather for worship each Wednesday 

of Lent. The Office of Matins will be at 11:15 am. The Office of Ves-

pers will be at 7:00 pm. Join your brothers and sisters in Christ to 

journey toward the cross of our Lord. 

Jesus said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 

by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised.” And He said to all, “If anyone would come after 

Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 

Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for My sake will save it” (Luke 9:22-24, ESV). 

A New Lutheran Church 
in Fayetteville 

On Epiphany Sunday our Guest Proclaimer was Pastor JohnDavid 

Zischke. Some of you know him. Some of you know that he is Pastor 

and Connie Barz’s son-in-law. (This is why they were smiling a lot 

more that Sunday …especially when Zeke carried ‘Bengal’ – his 

stuffed tiger – and a large-mouth bass with him to the Children’s 

Message.) 

About twenty gathered with Pastor JD during the Bible Study hour to 

hear about Restoration Lutheran Church, a new congregation newly 

‘planted’ to share the Gospel in Fayetteville. If you want to learn 

more about this mission and pray for the people now gathering 

around God’s saving Word and Sacraments, go to RestorationLuther-

an.com. There you can sign up for an e-newsletter and share in what 

the Lord of the Church is doing in northwest Arkansas. 
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As we enter February, we are reminded of the special gifts and blessings we have received from Crown of Life Lutheran 
Church through its Preschool and MDO ministry.  Not only do we have this lovely facility, but we have caring, loving teachers 
whom God brought here to minister to His tiniest disciples.  We have the love and support of the congregation and our Board 
of Christian Education, which has been chaired by Margaret Palm. We are blessed by the pastors who support our staff, lead 
Chapel, and minister to families and our staff. 

We have a Preschool Secretary who is giving of her time and talents along with our wonderful Church Secretaries who are 
lovely to work with and helpful in so many ways.  We have the support and facility upkeep of our DPO and the help of the 
COL music ministry during programs and special services.  We are so blessed by your prayers, by your support of our fund-
raisers, by your encouragement, and by your involvement.  For all of these things, we say THANK YOU! 

During February the children will be busy raising money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. We hope to raise aware-
ness about blood cancers and to learn how to improve the lives of patients and their families.  The children will fill small dona-
tion boxes with coins to help fight leukemia and lymphoma. 

If you would like to help support this great cause you can bring your change to the Education Office and drop it in the box. It 
is just one more cause that the children of COL care so much about. Thanks for your support. Spikey Mikey will also be join-
ing us for a Magic show on Dental Health. 

On Friday, February 8, we will have a Family Dance Night.  This is a great opportunity for COL church and school families 
to join together for a night of fun and fellowship.  There will be a Photo Booth, pizza, cookies, a DJ, and fun for all.  A special 
part of the night will be a Silent Auction. The children have created Canvas Art which will be displayed throughout the CLC 
and will be presented to the highest bidder at the end of the evening. Proceeds will go towards our classroom materials dedicat-
ed to STEAM projects and activities. Tickets can be pre-ordered and picked up the night of the dance. They can also be pur-
chased the week before and the night of the dance.  

We will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week here at COL March 17-22. Our theme is “Real.Present.God.” based on 
Psalm 46. God is present in all our schools and, through the Holy Spirit, works in powerful ways each day. Many fun activities 
will be planned to celebrate our wonderful Lutheran School and the blessing this ministry is for so many. Special Chapel ser-
vices, picnics, special music, and prayer will be a part of this special week. 

We will also be preparing for our huge Touch-A-Truck event to be held Saturday, April 6. Mark your calendars for this fun 
event.  35 trucks, Air Life helicopter, food trucks, a DJ, mascots, games, and more will be part of this special day. 

As we prepare for the coming of many fun events and exciting months of school, we want to remember and always remind the 
children that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever!! Our loving God is to be praised and thanked for all the wonderful 
blessings he gives us each and every day!   

Be Blessed!! 

Diane Dillow  

Director of Early Childhood Ministry 

February Calendar and Events 

Jan. 28-   Open school registration for Summer and Fall  
  ongoing 

Feb. 8-   Family Dance Night  5:30-8:00 p.m. 

Feb. 14, 15-  Class Valentine’s Day parties 

Feb. 18-  Staff Development Day, student holiday 

Feb. 21, 22-  Spikey Mikey- Dental health magic show        
   February Chapel Days- 5, 6, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28 

March Calendar and Events 

Mar. 3-8-  National Lutheran Schools Week 

Mar. 11-15-  Spring Break 

Mar. 28, 29-  Class Group Pictures 

 

March Chapel Days- 5, 6, 20, 21, 27, 28 

Preschool & MDO News 

Our GOOD NEWS Group is a place to learn from the Word, to grow in Christ and in connection with His Church. A new GOOD NEWS 
Group will begin on Sunday, February 24, at 6:00 pm. Speak to Pastor Barz about inviting and bringing a family member or a friend! 

Who is a GOOD NEWS Group for? It is for any and all who are …searching for a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, ...seeking to under-
stand the Bible better, ...desiring to build some new relationships, ...wondering about what Lutherans believe, and considering membership 
at Crown of Life Lutheran Church. 

Dress is casual. Free childcare is always provided. 

A New GOOD NEWS Group 
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God’s Will  Воля Божья  
What is God’s will? During this time of year, when I think 

about making New Year’s resolutions and look forward to the 

year ahead, this is a question that often rises to the top of my 

mind. God calls us predestined (Eph. 1:11); He says that He 

has prepared in advance good works for us to do (Eph. 2:10), 

and that we are called according to a purpose (Romans 8:28). 

But sometimes, in the middle of our day-to-day lives, it be-

comes difficult to see any kind of rhyme or reason to our ac-

tions. Circumstances seem to be random and, as we make 

decisions based on our own logic, we have a hard time believ-

ing that God is directing each of our steps and working 

through each situation. At least, I do. Faith says that He must 

be, but as a human being, I long to see the whole picture and 

understand how everything fits together. Being home for the 

holidays has provided me with a little bit of perspective on 

God’s work in Russia and in my life. Talking with relatives 

and friends reminded me that just because God’s plan isn’t 

visible doesn’t mean it isn’t there. One day I was rereading an 

old journal of mine from 2011. On January 2nd of that year I 

was heading back to my job in Indianapolis with my older 

brother, Adam*. One sentence in particular caught my eye: 

“On the drive down, Adam and I talked about, among other 

things, how God prepares us for stuff and molds our character 

sometimes without conscious decisions of our own. I thought 

about that while we learned Russian with Adam’s learn-in-the

-car series.” That was eight years ago, back when I had no 

idea that Russian would ever play an important role in my 

life. That was the random thoughts of my 21-year-old self, 

but today, in 2019, it makes so much more sense. God had a 

plan all along. And so it is with renewed peace and trust in 

God’s awesome plan that I look at the mostly empty calendar 

and wonder what will fill each day in 2019. I’m not sure how 

or where God will lead me, the other missionaries in St. Pe-

tersburg and the Ingrian churches, but I can rest assured that 

everything is under control, under His control.  

* A member of Crown of Life! 

News from Missionary  
Alyssa Anders - Russia  

News from Missionary  
Charles St-Onge 

Askins in Asia - Updates 

Celebrating Christmas in Sri Lanka.  

Clad in the traditional garb of Sri Lanka, a group of young 

men and young women gathered on the stage. They began to 

sing Christmas songs in Tamil. While I couldn’t understand 

the words, I knew the music. In front of them gathered a large 

group of children and adults. Pastors were in the front; one of 

them preached a sermon, another prayed. Pr. Mahlburg, our 

LCMS missionary to Sri Lanka, also prayed and gave a bless-

ing. Unlike congregational services in the USA, the children 

and adults did not necessarily sit quietly; this often shocks 

American Christians who visit congregations in South Asia. 

Work Up North  
On January 18 we had our first “mission team” meeting at As-
cension in Montreal. The goal of the meeting was to continue 
“priming the pump” of the congregation’s evangelism work. We 
discussed our presence on the internet, how to grow our English 
language outreach, how to be a welcoming congregation, and 
how to make the Gospel more known in our neighborhood and 
in Montreal as a whole. We have been blessed to have many 
new folks join us in worship, some desiring Baptism and others 
who have already been baptized desiring to join us at the Lord's 
Supper. Our newest visitors include people from India, from 
China and from Nepal. We had our first adult baptism of the 

year on January 13, and expect another in February. 

Work Down South  
This month I celebrated my fourth anniversary of leading the 
Synod’s work across the Caribbean. I attended our semi-annual 
regional team meeting in Santiago, and reflected on the changes 
in our mission fields in that time. Two new area facilitators (I 
am one of them) now assist our director, Pastor Ted Krey. Our 
new director of short term teams, Erin Mackenzie, is helping us 
bring the Gospel to more people in Jamaica and in Puerto Rico. 
Our communications team is expanding our reach on the web 
and on Facebook, helping our small local congregations con-
nect with people through the internet. 

I visited our congregation in the Cayman Islands, now being 
served by their eighth interim pastor. We may have identified a 
new five-year pastor to serve the Caymans: pray that the Lord 
is answering our prayers in this regard! 

Askins - continued 

comings and goings of the children and adults, in many 

ways, the service looked very similar to other Christmas pro-

grams you might find in the LCMS. And yet, I learned, there 

was one significant difference: Many of the attendees were 

not Lutheran. Many were not even Christian. In fact, for 

many of them, this might have been the first time they heard 

the message of Christ who came as a child to suffer and die 

for their sins, and the sins of the entire world. For many 

years now, the Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sri 

Lanka – our LCMS partner church there – has hosted Christ-

mas programs in Colombo, the capital and largest city in Sri 

Lanka. This year, however, instead of just one program, they 

hosted multiple programs. They took place in the upcountry 

where most of their congregations are located. In addition to 

lessons and carols and a sermon, they also have a cultural 

program that celebrates their heritage as Sri Lankans. They 

hand out gifts to the children after the program as well. The 

gifts include food and materials for school. While the outfits 

might look a little different and the songs take place in a for-

eign language, the Lord reaches out through his church in Sri 

Lanka. All over the world, the Church proclaims the same 

message: Christ died for you.  

It was a great privilege to witness Christ’s Church in action.  
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We join you in thanking God for these occasions…  

    Birthdays in February  

 2 Amy Nuttelman 
  Margaret Palm 
  Bill Rhea 
 3 Brett Conrad 
 4 Julie Crockett 
 5 Kristin Erlemann 
  Karen Fox 
  Gary Neumann 
 6 Kathryn Peck 
 7 Declan Gabriel 
  Kyle Ryan 
 8 Matthew Koops 

 9 Shawn Porter 
  Barbara Rios 
  Mikki Urban 
 11 Anissa Speight 
 12 Alijah Cole 
  Briana Mellum 
 13 Lauren Meadows 
 14 Scott Robinson 
 17 Diana Bean 
 18 Ashlyn Underwood 
 20 Jim Case 
  Landree Craft 

 Anniversaries in February  

 1 Max & Anissa Speight 
12 Jerry & Diana Bean 
  Alan & Linda McVicker 

 25 Adam & Melissa Anders 
 27 Louis & Teri Garcia 

 Birthdays in March  

 1 Laurie Gerhart 
 3 Cody Hancock 
  Courtney Hancock 
  Jay Stephenson 
 4 Ricky Fleming III 
  Ashley Sorenson 
 5 Rachel Franke 
 6 Haley Krupicka 
  Denise Poppe 
  Haley Pratt 
  Paul Quan 
 7 Roosevelt Eubanks 
  David Gerhart 
  Alexis Rodriguez 
 8 Vivianne Patrón 
  Stevie Urban  

 10 Jacob King 
  Hannah Pan 
  Hollis Poppe 
  Maria Rhea 
 12 Karen Weis 
 13 Mickey Palm  
 14 Emilia Fattig 
  Tracey King 
 15 Darian Chin 
  Angela Epperson 
  Jennifer Fleming 
  James Rupprecht 
 16 Danny Bryant 
  Paula Porter 
  

 17 Connie Barz 
  Rick Fisher 
  Xander Robinson 
 19 Ed Bernreuter 
 22 Jennifer Clark 
  Kellie Dean 
  Ada Dreyfus 
  Adam Whitson 
 23 Peyton Craft 
  Michael Nichelson 
 24 Jill Deurmier 
 26 Silvia Frost 
  Mathilda Gansler 
  Chris Hancock 
 30 Lynn Hancock 
    

 Anniversaries in March  

  2 Andy & Jill Deurmier 
  3 Gordon & Amy Endicott 
  11 James & Jaime Heye 
  12 Glenn & Laura Shook 
  19 Shawn & Paula Porter 

  21 Alex & Cecilia Dovalis 
   Wayn & Sonia Nelson 
  23 Eric & Lana Fattig 
  24 Larry & Starr Easley 
  28 Jeffrey & Janet Peppers 
  29 Randy & Ann McConnell 

 21 Brett Dotzauer 
  Kay Pfitzinger 
 22 Tom Jackson 
  Max Speight 
 24 Gabriella Treviño 
 25 Cathy Falzareno 
  Laura Peck 
  Linda Reed 
  Dylan Underwood 
 27 Wentao (Brian) Pan 
 28 Joe Hanson 
 29 Ryan Grant 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 2 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible Study 

10:00 am - Women’s 
Quilting Fellowship 

3 4th Sunday after 
the Epiphany 
LWML Mite Box 
CAM Food Offering 
 
12:05 pm - Young Adult 
Lunch 

4 Pastors’ Day Off 

 

5 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

6 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Adult Bell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

 

7 
9:00 am - Tri-Circuit 
Pastors Conference 

 
7:00 pm - Board of Elders 

8 

 
5:00 to 8:00 pm - Pre-

school Dance Night 

9 

7:30 am - Women’s 
Weekend Bible 
Study 

9:30 am - Banner 
Team 

10 5th Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
 
12:15 pm - The CROSS-
ING 

11 Pastors’ Day Off 12 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:00 pm - Church 
Council 

 
 

13 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Adult Bell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

 

 

14 

 

15 16 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible Study 

9:30 am - Banner 
Team 

17 6th Sunday after 

the Epiphany 

 
9:40 am - Worship at 
the Laurels 

12:15 pm - The CROSS-
ING 

18 Pastor 

Nuttelman’s  Day Off 

President’s Day 

No Preschool or MDO 

6:00 pm - Readers of 
the Round Table 

19 

10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
 

20 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

12:30 pm - Silver Servers 
@ El Mirasol 

7:00 pm - Adult Bell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

 

21 
10:00 am - Quilting & 

Sewing Group 

 

22 23 

7:30 am - Women’s 
Weekend Bible 
Study 

9:30 am - Banner 
Team 

24 7th Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
 
4:00 pm - The CROSSING 
 
6:00  pm - New GOOD 
NEWS Group 

25 Pastors’ Day Off 26 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 

 
 

27 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

 

7:00 pm - Adult Bell Choir 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

 

28   

       

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult  

     Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 

each Sunday of February 

                                           ELDERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Deurmier / Franke   3 Conrad / Neumann 
Amendt / Rhea 10 Franke / Ingram 
Deurmier / Pan 17 Ingram / Mouser 
Amendt / Rhea 24 Mouser / Neumann 

 

 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Bill Rhea 3 Randy McConnell 
Bill Rhea 10 Jim Willis 
Chad Bird 17 Jim Willis 
Chad Bird 24 Ruben Chapa 

USHERS 

8:00 am 10:45 am 

Matthew Koops Buz Waitz 
Scott Robinson Alan McVicker 
Xander Robinson 

GREETERS 

8:00 am 

Mike & Pat Day  
Denise Poppe  
 

10:45 am 

Karen Fox 
Benavides Family 

 ALTAR CARE 

8:00 am  

Meg Ware 

10:45 am 

Ramona Golding 

Pastor Barz in Kansas with his parents 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

 
6:00 pm - The CROSSING 

Pre-Lent Mini-Retreat 

2 

7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

10:00 am - Banner 
Team 

3 The Transfiguration 

of our Lord 

CAM SS Food Offering 
LWML Mite Box Sunday 

12:05 pm - Young Adults 
Lunch 
 
4:00 pm - The CROSSING 

6:00 pm - GOOD NEWS 
GROUP 

4 Pastors’ Day Off 

 

5 

10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 

6 Ash Wednesday 

 

6:30 am - Worship  
(with the Lords Supper) 

10:00 am - W. O. W. 

12:15 am - Worship 

5:00 pm - Adult Bells 

7:00 pm - Worship  
(with the Lords Supper) 

8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

8:00 pm - Board of Elders 

7 
9:00 am -  Tri-Circuit 
Pastors Conference 

 
 
 

8 9 

7:30 am - Women’s 
Weekend Bible 
Study 

9:30 am - Banner 
Team 

10 First Sunday in 

Lent 
Spring Break 

 

11 Pastors’ Day Off 12 
 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

13 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

11:15 am - Lenten Worship 

5:00 pm - Adult Bells 

6:00 pm - Soup Supper 

7:00 pm - Lenten Worship  
8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 
8:00 pm - Church Council 

14 15 16 
7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast Bible 
Study 

17 Second Sunday in 

Lent 

 

9:40 am - Worship at the 
Laurels 

12:15 pm - The CROSSING 

18 Pastors’ Day Off 19 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 

20 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

11:15 am - Lenten Worship 

5:00 pm - Adult Bells 

6:00 pm - Soup Supper 

7:00 pm - Lenten Worship 
8:00 pm - Sanctuary Choir 

21 
 
10:00 am - Quilting & 
Sewing Group 

22 23 

7:30 am - Women’s 
Weekend Bible 
Study 

24 Third Sunday in 

Lent 
 
 
4:00 pm - The CROSSING 

25 Pastors’ Day Off 26 
10:00 am -  Women’s 
Bible Study 

27 
10:00 am - W. O. W. 

11:15 am - Lenten Worship 

5:00 pm - Adult Bells 

6:00 pm - Soup Supper 

7:00 pm - Lenten Worship  
8:00 pm - Sanctuary 
Choir` 

28 29 30 
9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

All-Congregation 

Work Day 

31 Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 

Jubilee Sunday 

9:30 am - Divine Service 

10:45 - Fellowship Brunch 

      

2019 

                                       ELDERS 
8:00 am  10:45 am 

TBA 3 TBA 
TBA 10 TBA 
TBA 17 TBA 
TBA 24 TBA 

JUBILEE SUNDAY 3/31 

 TBA 

LAY READERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 
Michael Palm 3 Ruben Chapa 
Michael Palm 10 Buz Waitz 
Michael Salinas 17 Buz Waitz 
Michael Salinas 24 Robert Brewer 

Jubilee Sunday 31 Robert Brewer 
 

USHERS 

8:00 am 10:45 am 

Brian Craft Phil Sonnenberg 
Ralph Ellis  
Shawn Porter 

                      ALTAR CARE 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Jill Deurmier (3, 6 & 24)   Rosalie Nichelson  

Denise Poppe (10, 17 & 31) 

GREETERS 

8:00 am  10:45 am 

Patty Ellis  Ryan & Amanda Grant 
Wendy Haertel  Don Etscheid 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  8:00 & 10:45 am - Divine Services 

  9:30 am - All Generation Opening  

  9:40 am - Youth & Adult Bible Classes 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated  

each Sunday of March 

Spring Break - No Preschool & Mothers Day Out 
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CROWN OF LIFE STAFF: 
 

Senior Pastor  Mark D. Barz 

Associate Pastor Christopher K. Nuttelman 

Director of Preschool & MDO Diane Dillow 

Director of Parish Operations John Poppe 

Director of Parish Music Connie Barz 

Director of Volunteer Service Cecilia Dovalis 

Office Secretaries Ramona Golding 

 Susan Tonder 

Preschool Secretary Mary Ann Struxness 

Church Office (210) 490-6886 

Preschool Office  (210) 490-9860 

Crown of Life Fax (210) 490-1552 

Website www.crownoflifesa.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

& BIBLE STUDIES 

9:30 am 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

(March 6) 

6:30 am, 12:15 pm, 7:00 pm 
 


